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Elm Parish Council 

Minutes of the Meeting of Elm Parish Council held at the Portacabin, Begdale, Elm on Wednesday 8th October 2025 

commencing at 6.30pm 

[Meetings of the Parish Council may be recorded by the Clerk to aid with minute taking. Any such recording is destroyed once the 

minutes are agreed]. 

Present: Cllrs – Milham (Chair), Fisher, Goodley, South, Ferguson, Butcher, Hopkin, Lee (co-opted).  
District Cllr Roy, Mrs L Welbourne – Deputy Clerk (minute taker).   Three members of the public.   
 
103.25    Apologies for absence –  Received from; Cllrs Pigden, Welbourne, & Cage. Council resolved to accept their reasons for 

absence. 
 
104.25   Members Code of Conduct – The Chair reminded members of the need to submit; via the Clerk; any changes to their  
              Register of Interests information.  The Deputy Clerk also stressed the importance of this action.  
 
105.25   To receive declarations of interests (pecuniary, non-pecuniary & other) and any requests for dispensation 
              Cllr Butcher declared an interest in agenda item 12i (see minute ref 114.25) due to his personal interest in the planning 
              application. Cllr Ferguson requested a dispensation for agenda item 19 (see minute ref 121.25) due to her business 
              connection to the property’s tenancy agreement.  Council resolved to approve the dispensation in order to permit Cllr 
              Ferguson to take part in discussions on the agenda item. 
 
106.25   Open Forum 

18:31 - It was resolved to suspend Standing Orders; One member of the public spoke, the subject of road closures along 
the B1101 was raised for the last week of October. 
18.33 – It was resolved to reinstate Standing Orders. 
 

107.25 Signing of Minutes – Council resolved to approve the minutes of meeting held on 10th September 2025 as a true record 
of proceedings.  Proposed Cllr Butcher, Seconded Cllr Fisher. Resolved unanimously. 

 
108.25 To resolve on Co-option of candidate to become a Member of the Parish Council – (Mrs Lee’s introductory 

statement circulated to Members prior to meeting). It was resolved to co-opt Mrs Donna Lee onto the Parish Council; 
Proposed Cllr Butcher, Seconded Cllr South. Mrs Lee signed a Declaration of Acceptance, Cllr Lee was invited to join 
Members at the meeting table, the Chair welcomed her to the Council. 

 
              18:37 – Council resolved to suspend Standing Orders. 
109.25 District Councillor’s Report - District Cllr Roy reported as follows;   

1. Biomarsh – A WhatsApp group had been set up for parishioners ’use and a letter had been sent to residents in 
Redmoor Lane and Begdale Road as well as other affected properties informing them of who to contact to complain.  
Residents had been asked to gather evidence.  Photographic evidence received to date had shown up to 72 vehicle 
movements daily, exceeding the licence agreement.  Residents were encouraged to submit reports of noncompliance as it 
would support revocation of the licence.  Evidence of vehicles using Wales Bank and Gosmoor Lane had been received.  
Evidence of coaches using Begdale Road was also being investigated. 
18:44 -  It was resolved to reinstate Standing Orders. 
 

110.25   To receive report from County Councillor 
              County Cllr Fisher confirmed there was nothing to report. 
 
111.25   Clerk’s Report 
              Mrs Welbourne (Deputy Clerk) reported as follows; 

1. A large branch on a Willow tree at the Pocket Park had been brought down by the wind. Tawny Owl Services had cut the 
remaining branch down and made safe. 

2. All allotment invoices had been sent out to the tenants. 
3. Energy providers had been contacted regarding the portacabin power – this could take a further 6 weeks to receive a 

quotation – UKPN had been updated. 
4. The Leam Pond works had commenced today (8/10/25). 
5. The repairs to Begdale Car Park had been completed. 
6. The donated Oak Tree had been plated at the bottom of Begdale Playing Field to commemorate 80 years of VE day. 
7. The tent at the Towpath had been removed and disposed of. 
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8. The external audit report had been received from PKF Littlejohn; no issues had been raised. 
9. LHI 24/25 – Meeting had taken place with Maria Parker (Cambs CC), subject to budget approval, it was confirmed that 

two additional chicanes and an MVAS unit would be installed on Friday Bridge Road. 
10. The interest rate on the Barclays Savings account had reduced from 1.2% to 1.1% effective from 11th November 2025. 
11. The Finance Working Party to schedule a date in November to discuss the 26/27 budget.  Ideas for projects to be 

considered for the budget to be sent to Deputy Clerk.  So far, the cemetery beam extensions / Friday Bridge Park repairs / 
CCTV at Friday Bridge / War memorial restoration would be considered. 

 
112.25    Financial Matters 
              i.  The Deputy Clerk advised the following sums had been received since the last meeting;  

                 Interest £262.59; Cemetery fees £670.00; Precept £40,386.00; VAT refund £14,165.37  
              ii. To resolve to approve expenditure for October 2025 as detailed below:           

PAYE DETAIL NET VAT TOTAL 

PKF Little John Audit  £420.00 £84.00 £504.00 

Scribe Cemetery Software £561.60 £112.32 £673.92 

Wave Water (Cemetery) £107.72  £107.72 

Tawny Owl Services Grounds Maintenance £1,638.75 £327.75 £1,966.50 

Pro Edge Construction Begdale car park repairs £885.00 £177.00 £1,062.00 

BT Broadband £29.87 £5.97 £35.84 

Salaries Clerk's & Deputy Clerk salary £2,829.75  £2,829.75 

Expenses Clerk's & Deputy Clerk exps £261.02  £261.02 

HMRC PAYE M6 £837.81  £837.81 

Nest Pension contributions £170.35  £170.35 

    £7,741.87 £707.04 £8,448.91 

 

 

The Deputy Clerk advised of three additional payments to Tawny Owl Services totalling  £313.20 including VAT had been 

added to the schedule in respect of tree planting, making safe a fallen branch and removal of tent. 

It was resolved (unan.) to approve an amended total of £8,762.11 for payments due for the month of October. 

(Proposed, Cllr Ferguson, Seconded Cllr Fisher). 

 

 

Chair ……………………………………….. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
iii. To approve content of bank reconciliation report quarter end 30/9/25. – It was resolved to approve the content.  

Proposed Cllr South, Seconded Cllr Fisher. 
iv. To approve content of budget update report for the quarter end 30/9/25 – It was resolved to approve the 

content; Proposed Cllr Feruson, Seconded Cllr Fisher. 
v. To resolve to accept terms of new BT contract at £32.95 plus VAT per month, an increase of £3.08 per month.  

It was resolved to accept the new contract – Proposed Cllr Ferguson, Seconded Cllr Fisher. 
 

113.25     Correspondence;  
i. Request received from Member of Public to plant a tree on Birch Grove.  Reply sent as location of tree is on 

Clarion Housing owned land. 
 

114.25     Planning:   
                  18.55 Cllr Butcher left the meeting room due to his personal interest in his planning application. 

i. F/YR25/0653/F  Erect a Self-build 2 storey dwelling with detached double garage at Land West of 
       Antwerp House Gosmoor Lane Elm. – It was resolved to support the application. – Proposed Cllr Ferguson;  
       seconded Cllr Fisher. 
18.57 Cllr Butcher returned to the meeting room. 
 
ii.     F/YR25/0690/VOC  Variation of condition 4 (condition listing approved drawings) of Planning permission  
       F/YR21/1475/VOC (Variation of condition 4 (condition listing approved drawings) of Planning permission 
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     F/YR19/0703/F (Erect 1 x dwelling (2-storey 4-bed) with detached garage/cart shed, storage shed and 2.0m high 
     (max height) gabion wall to front boundary involving demolition of 2 x dwellings and outbuildings (part retrospective)  
     to allow alterations to dwelling and detached shed/kennels) to amend floor plans and elevations at 1 - 2 Whitehouse  
     Farm Coldham Bank Coldham Cambridgeshire – It was resolved to support the application. – Proposed Cllr  
     Ferguson; Seconded Cllr Fisher. 

                  
115.25     Highways & Footways;   

i. 25-1955 Redmoor Lane 3/11–7/11 (Elec. Cable installation). 
ii. 25-2029  Begdale Road 24/11-5/12 (Telecoms). 
iii. 25-2030  Limes Avenue  24/11-27/11 (Telecoms). 

 
116.25     To resolve on CCTV Policy for Begdale Playing Field and Car Park.  It was resolved to adopt the policy (as 
                circulated) Proposed Cllr Fisher; Seconded Cllr South. 

      
117.25      To review situation concerning Biomarsh, resolve on action where appropriate.  Subject covered by Dist. Cllr Roy. 

 

118.25      To receive requests from members for items to be included on next agenda. Cllr South requested the item of          
                 Christmas decorations be added to the agenda. 
 
119.25       To confirm date for next Parish Council meeting. (12th November 2025). Confirmed. 

120.25       19.05 – It was resolved to enter closed session in order to consider the following agenda items on the   
                   grounds of Confidentiality by virtue of; The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s.1(2). 
 
121.25       To discuss matters relating to Cemetery Cottage (confidential due to personal Information).  Information was 

    presented to council by Cllr Ferguson. - It was confirmed that the matter had been referred to the agent managing 
    the tenancy, appropriate action had been agreed on going forward, update to be received at November meeting. 

122.25       To resolve on the revised licence agreement received from Clarion Housing in respect of the Bus Shelter 
                  Installation at Friday Bridge (Confidential due to the consideration of a legal document). – It was resolved to 
                  accept the amended terms of the contract and Cllr Milham (Chair) would sign the document. 

 
123.25        Update from Clerk concerning security measures at Friday Bridge playing field (Confidential due to 

       discussion of legal consequences) – Report was given by Deputy Clerk – It was agreed to monitor the situation 
       over the coming months.  Item to be reviewed again should any further issues arise. 

 
124.25       To consider matter relating to the security of the portacabin. (confidential due to discussion of private 
                  individuals’ data) – Item was discussed and resolved appropriately.  Clerks to undertake agreed actions. 

 
125.25      To consider formal complaint received, resolve appropriately (confidential due to consideration of individuals 
                 private date) – Item discussed at length and appropriate resolution passed. 
 
126.25      To resolve to close the closed session.  19.57 – It was resolved to close the Closed Session. 

127.25 -   Close of meeting. – 20.00 - It was resolved to close the meeting. 
 
 

Signed ……………………………………….                                 Date ……………………………. 

Elm Parish Council Chair 


