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Elm Parish Council 

Minutes of the Meeting of Elm Parish Council held at the Portacabin, Begdale, Elm on Wednesday 10th September 2025 

commencing at 6.30pm 

[Meetings of the Parish Council may be recorded by the Clerk to aid with minute taking. Any such recording is destroyed once the 

minutes are agreed]. 

Present: Cllrs – Milham (Chair) Cage, Pigden, Fisher, & Goodley. 
District Cllr Roy, Mrs L Welbourne – Deputy Clerk (minute taker).   Ten members of the public.   
 
79.25     Apologies for absence –  Received from; Cllrs Ferguson, Hopkin, Welbourne, South, & Butcher. Council resolved to 

accept their reasons for absence. 
 
80.25     Members Code of Conduct – The Chair reminded members of the need to submit; via the Clerk; any changes to their  
              Register of Interests information.  The Deputy Clerk also stressed the importance of this action.  
 
81.25     To receive declarations of interests (pecuniary, non-pecuniary & other) and any requests for dispensation 
              None declared. 
 
82.25     Open Forum 

18:31 - It was resolved to suspend Standing Orders; Four members of the public spoke, the subject of Biomarsh was    
raised by all; 

• Biomarsh - vehicular movements and licencing.  Vehicles had been using Begdale Road at excessive speeds and at 
unsociable hours, this had caused damage to properties and was  raising safety concerns. The Chair confirmed that Cllrs 
Roy and Fisher would be reporting on the subject of Biomarsh and it would also be considered under agenda item 14 
(minute ref: 92.25). 

83.25 Signing of Minutes – Council resolved to approve the minutes of meeting held on 9th July 2025 as a true record of 
proceedings.  Proposed Cllr Cage, Seconded Cllr Fisher. Resolved unanimously. 

 
              18:42 – Council resolved to suspend Standing Orders. 
84.25 District Councillor’s Report - District Cllr Roy reported as follows;   

1. The Leam – Confirmed as an attenuation pond. After discussions had taken place with The Middle Level, 
Environmental Agency and other interested parties, recommend that EPC request urgent works to the pond with an 
ongoing maintenance program to be implemented to avoid future occurrences of the current situation.  
2.Biomarsh -Following advice from Cllr Fisher who had earlier circulated a response from Highways as to the possibility of 
reopening Newbridge Lane, the only course of action that would now be available would be to lobby FDC planning and 
The Traffic Commissioner regarding unsuitability of the site. The current state of the road together with video evidence of 
the incidents occurring and the vibration damage that had been caused could be used as strong evidence to prevent 
Biomarsh from having their operator’s licence renewed in May 2026. Recommend that a resident’s action group be 
established to coordinate efforts to successfully challenge them.  
3. NHS had provided vaccinations locally in the Community Hubs operating in Elm and Friday Bridge. Funding sourced for 
both hubs to continue their function for the following 12 months.  
4.On Monday 15th September 2025 at Tower Hall Friday Bridge from 10.30-12 and All Saints Church from 12.30 to 1.30 
residents could come along and learn how to use the defibrillators that were around the villages. It would be an 
opportunity to familiarise with the equipment to give more confidence to use one in an emergency. On the 22nd 
September the Fire Service would be attending to give home safety advice at Tower Hall from 10- 12. 
5. Electrical safety grants would also be available for community groups and small organisations. Closing date was 12 
October 2025 and can get more information at : electricalsafetyfirst.org.uk  
6. County Councils new reporting system AURORA was now ready for launch. Up to the 18 September use the normal 
portal. The system would then be offline until 22nd September when the new system goes online 
18:52 -  It was resolved to reinstate Standing Orders. 
 

85.25     To receive report from County Councillor 
              County Cllr Fisher reported as follows: 
              CCC Update, Biomarsh: 

1. Newbridge Lane was not a viable option for opening due to road build factors, costs and being unlikely National 
Highways would allow a connection to the A47. Recommendation was to pursue actions to lobby against the renewal 
of the HGV Operators Licences in June 2026 to the Traffic Commissioners and pursue with Fenland District Council.  

2. LGR (Local Government Re-organisation): 
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Survey had been sent to Cambridgeshire residents, businesses etc to gather insights on Option A the preferred Option for 
the Council. 
Option A = 2 Unitary Authorities  

o North (Fenland, Peterborough & Huntingdonshire) 
o South (South Cambridge, East Cambridge & Cambridge City) 

 

86.25     Clerk’s Report 
              Mrs Welbourne (Deputy Clerk) reported as follows; 

1. The Leam – Correspondence had been received from 6 x parishioners regarding the bullrushes in The Leam pond, the 
water level and the fencing.  Replies had been sent to all. 

2. The subsiding fence at The Leam pond had now been reported as urgent to Highways, ref: 513109. 
3. The base of the Friday Bridge sign had been rebuilt by Dave Clerk Builder. 
4. The signs along the Towpath had been completed and installed by A1 signs. 
5. Additional signage had been installed in Begdale Car Park to inform Parishioners that cars were left at owner’s risk. 
6. A post with a padlock had been installed at Begdale Car park to lock the right hand gate in an open position. 
7. The fencing at Friday Bridge play area has been replace by Neill from Tawny Owl Services. 
8. CCTV and signage had been installed at Begdale playing field, covering both the field and car park. 
9. A reply had been sent to Clarion regarding the contract for the Bus Shelters. 
10. A quotation had been received in relation to CCTV at Friday Bridge playing field; further quotations would be sourced. 
11. Tower Hall had confirmed that they were happy for The Parish Council to use a power outlet for the CCTV when required. 
12. The Coldham ward councillor vacancy was available for co-option. 
13. Clarion Housing had been made aware of and overgrown garden on the corner of Oldfield Avenue and Ingle Road. 
14. Land opposite 12 Flint Way, Friday Bridge was not being maintained. Reason Homes had been contacted to attend the 

site and investigate. 
15. The gas safety and stove inspections had been completed at the Cemetery Cottage. 
16. The goal posts had been removed from Begdale Playing Field. 
17. A meeting regarding chicanes from LHI funding had been arranged for 12/9/25 1pm, meeting at the corner of Wales Bank. 
18. A damaged sign had been reported at the junction of Gosmoor Lane and Friday Bridge Road to Highways 
19. The quotation for an electricity supply at Begdale Portacabin had been chased and this would take up to six weeks. 

 
87.25    Financial Matters 
              i.  The Deputy Clerk advised the following sums had been received since the last meeting;  

                  Cottage rent £1,600.00; Interest £897.09; Cemetery fees £1,630.00  
              ii. To resolve to confirm expenditure for August 2025 as detailed below:            

PAYEE DETAIL NET  VAT TOTAL 

Tawny Owl Services Repairs to FB Fencing £251.67  £50.33 £302.00 

Tawny Owl Services Grounds Maintenance £1,638.75  £327.75 £1,966.50 

Tawny Owl Services Repairs to FB play equip £164.88  £32.98 £197.86 

A1 Engraving Ltd 
2 x signs fitted along 
Towpath 

£396.00 
 

£79.20 £475.20 

Wave Water (Cemetery) £21.74   £21.74 

BT Broadband £29.87  £5.97 £35.84 

KLIDB Rates £106.42  
 £106.42 

Dave Clark Builder Post & Chain at Begdale £250.00  
 £250.00 

Dave Clark Builder Renew Friday Bridge sign base £1,500.00  
 £1,500.00 

Dave Clark Builder Install gate stays to gate £190.00  
 £190.00 

FDC Phase 2 streetlight upgrades £18,439.04  £3,687.81 £22,126.85 

Salaries Clerk's & Deputy Clerk salary £3,031.81  
 £3,031.81 

Expenses Clerk's & Deputy Clerk exps £394.82  £17.52 £412.34 

HMRC PAYE M4 £667.20   £667.20 

Nest Pension contributions £330.36   £330.36 

FDC Cemetery bins £197.64   £197.64 

Proedge Construction Repairs to concrete plinth £145.00  £29.00 £174.00 

    £27,755.20  £4,201.56 £31,956.76 
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iii. To resolve to approve expenditure for September 2025 as detailed below; 

PAYE DETAIL NET VAT TOTAL 

Fenland Heating Solutions Gas safety - Cem Cottage £69.00  £69.00 

Tawny Owl Services Grounds Maintenance £1,638.75 £327.75 £1,966.50 

Tamar IT Ltd Support £126.00 £25.20 £151.20 

Norfolk Fire Solutions CCTV at Begdale Playing field £1,180.20 £236.04 £1,416.24 

Warrick Services Sweep Chimney £74.00 £14.80 £88.80 

BT Broadband £29.87 £5.97 £35.84 

Salaries Clerk's & Deputy Clerk salary £2,278.91  £2,278.91 

Expenses Clerk's & Deputy Clerk exps £195.11  £195.11 

HMRC PAYE M5 £1,094.78  £1,094.78 

Nest Pension contributions £221.19  £221.19 

    £6,907.81 £609.76 £7,517.57 

              Council resolved to approve expenditure as detailed in the September 2025 schedule. 

Chair ……………………………………….. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
iv. To resolve on the quotation received from Fen Ditching Company for The Leam Pond clearance . (If approved 

resolve on budget category allocation).  It was resolved to accept the quotation of £4546.50 plus VAT using 
funds from the Grounds Maintenance budget. Proposed Cllr Cage, Seconded Cllr Fisher. 

v. To resolve to accept the quotation of Streetlight upgrade works, received from Fenland District Council 
(completion of phase 2).  It was resolved to accept the quotations totalling £5474.14 plus VAT. Proposed Cllr 
Cage, Seconded Cllr Fisher. 

vi. To resolve on quotation for tree works at The Leam / Back Road boundary, Friday Bridge.  It was resolved to 
accept the quotation received from Tawny Owl Services totalling £1300.00 plus VAT.  Proposed Cllr Cage, 
Seconded Cllr Fisher. 

vii. To resolve on the quotation received from Pro-edge Construction totalling £885.00 plus VAT regarding repairs to 
Begdale Car Park.  It was resolved to accept the quotation.  Proposed Cllr Cage, Seconded Cllr Fisher. 

viii. To resolve on quotation received from Tawny Owl Services totalling £460.00 plus VAT for ‘one-off’ clearance of 
Towpath, cost to be shared 50/50 with Emneth Parish Council.  It was resolved to accept the quotation.  
Proposed Cllr Cage, Seconded Cllr Fisher. 

 
88.25     Correspondence;  

i. 6 x e-mails received from Parishioners relating to various issues at The Leam Pond. – E-mails responded to 
informing Parishioners of ownership of fencing, updates regarding water level and clearance programme. 

                  ii      Correspondence received regarding the hedge at The Pocket Park – Reported to the Grounds Maintenance  
                         contractor and cut accordingly. 
                 iii      Correspondence received regarding the machinery driving over the fencing on the boundary of the Pocket  
                          Park and machinery being used on The Towpath – Reply sent and investigation completed. 

 
89.25     Planning:   

i. F/YR25/0614/F  Erect 2 x additional planters and trellis, 2.05m high (max height) to the front of existing dwelling at 
Waterfront Lodge 167 South Brink Wisbech Cambridgeshire PE14 0RZ. – It was resolved to support the 
application.  Proposed Cllr Cage, Seconded Cllr Goodley. 

                  
90.25     To resolve on the planting of Oak Tree in Begdale Playing field, donated to commemorate 80 years of VE Day. 

    It was resolved to accept the offer of the tree.  A plaque would not to be added at the present time.  Proposed Cllr Cage,   
    Seconded Cllr Fisher.  
 

91.25     To resolve on CCTV Policy for Begdale Playing Field and Car Park.  Item to be deferred to the October meeting to add  
     more specific detail to the policy. 

 
92.25.1 To review situation concerning Biomarsh, resolve on action where appropriate.  Subject covered by Dist.Roy 

     and County Cllr Fisher. 

93.25     To receive requests from members for items to be included on next agenda. No items raised. 



 

 
 

4 

94.25             To confirm date for next Parish Council meeting. (8th October 2025). Confirmed. 

95.25             19.26 – It was resolved to enter closed session in order to consider the following agenda items on the   
                      grounds of Confidentiality by virtue of; The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s.1(2). 
 
96.25              To discuss matters relating to the Towpath (confidential due to potential legal matters).  A report was 

             presented to council on all matters of concern and an appropriate resolution passed. 

97.25             To receive update concerning a licence agreement received from Clarion reference the Fridaybridge bus 
                      shelter. (confidential due to consideration of legal review on document).  An update was presented by the 
                      Deputy Clerk; appropriate action resolved..  

98.25             To discuss matters relating to an incident at Friday Bridge Park, resolve appropriately (Confidential due  
            discussion of a parishioner’s personal information).  A full report was presented.  It was resolved to seek      
            quotations for the replacement of the tractor unit and installation of new safety surfacing.  
 

99.25             To discuss matters relating to the Cemetery Cottage, resolve appropriately (confidential due to personal 
                      information).  Matter was presented to Council; further information needed before a resolution could be 
                      passed.  Item carried forward to October meeting. 

100.25           To resolve on personnel matters – i) adoption of Local Government 25/26 pay scales, ii) Confirmation of 
          updated hourly rates including backdate to 1st April 2025, iii) Confirmation of end of probationary period 
          for member of staff. (Confidential due to personal details)  i) It was resolved to adopt the new pay scales  
          backdated to 1st April 2025, ii) it was resolved to end the probationary period for the Deputy Clerk as agreed in  
          principle at the July meeting. 

 
101.25           19.57  It was  resolved to close the closed session. 

102.25           19.57 Close of meeting.  
 

 


