Elm Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of EIm Parish Council held at the Portacabin, Begdale, EIm on Wednesday 09th July 2025
commencing at 6.30pm

[Meetings of the Parish Council may be recorded by the Clerk to aid with minute taking. Any such recording is destroyed once the
minutes are agreed)].

Present: Clirs — Milham (Chair) Hopkin, Welbourne, Cage, Pigden, South, Fisher, Butcher & Ferguson.

District ClIr Roy, Mrs S England — Clerk, Mrs L Welbourne — Deputy Clerk (minute taker). Three members of the public.

The Chair advised that; prior to the start of the meeting; a minute’s silence would take place in memory of former Parish Council
Chairman, the late John Brand. The Chair confirmed that he would represent Council at the funeral.

46.25 Apologies for absence — Received from; Clirs Goodley and Dring. Council resolved to accept Clir Goodley’s reason for
absence, Proposed Clir Ferguson, Seconded ClIr South; resolved unanimously. Clir Dring’s reason for absence was
noted.

4725 Members Code of Conduct — The Chair reminded members of the need to submit; via the Clerk; any changes to their
Register of Interests information. The Deputy Clerk also stressed the importance of this action.

48.25 To receive declarations of interests (pecuniary, non-pecuniary & other) and any requests for dispensation
Clir Pigden declared a pecuniary/ personal interest in agenda item 11(ii) (see minute ref; 56.25(ii)) due to the location of
site connected to the proposals. Clir Welbourne declared an interest in agenda items 24 and 30 due to his personal
connection to items of correspondence received.(see mins. ref 69.25 & 75.25). The Clerk and Deputy Clerk confirmed
they would withdraw from the meeting during the discussion of closed session items as appropriate.
(see mins. ref 69.25, 73.25 & 75.25).

49.25 Open Forum

18:10 - It was resolved to suspend Standing Orders; two members of the public spoke, the following subjects were raised;

o  Biomarsh - vehicular movements and licencing. Vehicles were using Begdale Road at excessive speeds and at
unsociable hours, causing damage to properties and raising safety concerns. The Chair confirmed that Clir Roy would be
reporting on the subject of Biomarsh and it would also be considered under agenda item 17 (minute ref: 51.25).

e Coldham Residents Action Group (CRAG) had been investigating the possibility of using S106 funding for the installation
of perimeter fencing around play equipment at Coldham Playing field.

o Begdale Playing field gates; parishioner stated that he was happy with the access gates being left permanently open.
18.34 - It was resolved to reinstate Standing Orders.

50.25 Signing of Minutes — Council resolved to approve the minutes of meeting held on11th June 2025 as a true record of
proceedings. Proposed Clir South, Seconded Clir Hopkin. Resolved unanimously.

18:37 — Council resolved to suspend Standing Orders.

51.25 District Councillor’s Report - District Clir Roy reported as follows;
1. A Local Government Reorganisation Engagement survey was available on the FDC website; end date 20 July 2025.
2. Grants were available for business’ — see grants page on FDC website.
3. ClIr Roy was still waiting to hear back ref net zero funding for bike shelters; update due soon.
4. Free cycle checks would take place in Wisbech Market Place on Monday 28 July from 10 — 4pm.
5. A community wellbeing event was due to be held on Mon 28 July at All Saints Church Elm 11.30 — 2.30pm. These
events would help support additional grants required to support the EIm Community Hub, further events planned.
6. A tree in All Saints churchyard had been dealt with as a large bow had broken off; a number of others looked
dangerous.
7. Bio Marsh was still being monitored; no planning application had been submitted to date. A meeting with FDC would
take place next week to see what options were available in order to reach a sensible solution.
8. The Hope Hub ran 10-1pm on Mondays at Tower Hall, Friday Bridge. There were speakers presenting a variety of
subjects, for example — defibrillator use, first aid, fire safety, computer scams etc. — A schedule would go out shortly.
18:42 - It was resolved to reinstate Standing Orders.

52.25 To receive report from County Councillor
County ClIr Fisher reported as follows:
A report detailing the upcoming highways maintenance schedule had been forwarded for circulation to Cllrs.
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Clerk’s Report

Mrs Welbourne (Deputy Clerk) reported as follows;

Neill (Tawny Owl) had repaired trip hazard around at Coldham layby bench and cleaned all parish notice boards.

Giant Hogweed had been identified along the Towpath — Neill (Tawny Owl) had treated it and disposed of

seedheads according to guidelines. An area affected by shorter Hogweed stems had been cordoned off and signage
installed. It was confirmed that the owner of a property located adjacent to the Towpath had been contacted regarding an
extensive infestation of Hogweed present in their garden. The owner had confirmed that the site had been treated and a
long term management programme had been put in place; Emneth PC to be advised.

Coldham playing field had received an extra grass cut from Tawny Owl ahead of their carnival.

A shield had been added to the light on the Portacabin to channel the beam downwards, thanks to Clir South for
organising. A Clir advised they had since driven into the car park; after dark; their presence had not triggered the sensor.
Bus shelters — The Clerk reported that Clarion Housing required a licence agreement to be completed in respect of
proposed site for Friday Bridge shelter. Members advised they were not against the idea of a licence and suggested that
Clarion should be asked to forward a simple agreement which could be used for the project; subject carried forward.
Signage to be installed at each end of the Towpath had been ordered and would be installed shortly.

20 mph zone — The Clerk confirmed that final checks were taking place on the detailed design for the project,
amendments relating to an extension of the 30 mph zone in Begdale Road were being considered. A 21-day public
consultation would be scheduled in due course creating an opportunity for residents to provide feedback; date tbc.

A meeting had taken place with a UKPN representative concerning the power supply to the portacabin. It was

confirmed that Council's MPAN number had been de-registered and was not recognised in the UKPN system.

This could be an explanation for their lack of response; new MPAN to be issued.

It was confirmed that a significant quantity of work had been deferred as officers had been dealing with an unusually high
volume of correspondence and associated investigations.

Financial Matters

i. The Deputy Clerk advised the following sums had been received since the last meeting;

Cottage rent £800.00; Interest £262.59; Cemetery fees £250.00; Concurrent Functions Grant £7,837.00.
To resolve to approve expenditure for July 2025 as detailed in the payment schedule for July:

PAYEE DETAIL NET VAT TOTAL
Tawny Owl Services Grounds Maintenance £1,638.75 £327.75 £1,966.50
Tawny Owl Services Coldham field cut £95.00 £19.00 £114.00
Tawny Owl Services Hogweed removal at Towpath £286.98 £57.40 £344.38
Tamar IT Host package / Domaine name 1 yr £87.00 £17.40 £104.40
Wave Water (Cemetery) £104.18 £104.18
BT Broadband £29.87 £5.97 £35.84
Mrs Tombleson Refund for burial plot £150.00 £150.00
Mr Tombleson Refund for burial plot £150.00 £150.00
FDC Streetlight testing, upgrades,
power, repairs. £33,983.33 £6,796.47 £40,778.80
CAPALC Annual sub. £907.59 £907.59
Salaries Clerk's & Deputy Clerk salary £1,992.16 £1,992.16
Expenses Clerk's & Deputy Clerk exps £199.78 £199.78
HMRC PAYE £979.33 £979.33
Nest Pension contributions £171.74 £171.74
£40,775.71 | £7,223.99 | £47,999.70

Council resolved to approve payments included in the July schedule with the following exception:

The payment to Fenland District Council in connection to street lighting charges was reduced to £15,543.29 (covering
testing, power usage and general repairs). The Clerk explained that the sum included for upgrades was being
investigated as it did not correlate to the amount quoted in the Phase 2 purchase order. Further information requested
from Garry Edwards (Engineering Manager FDC). Power to spend granted under Parish Councils Act 1957 and The
Lighting and Watching Act 1973.

The Deputy Clerk advised that an additional payment to Tamar IT for £304.80 including VAT had been added to the
schedule in respect of website improvements. (relating to accessibility).

It was resolved (unan.) to approve an amended total of £26,177.65 for payments due for the month of July.

(Proposed, ClIr South, Seconded Clir Cage).
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To resolve to delegate authority to four Councillors for the approval of expenditure for invoices due in August (in absence
of Parish Council meeting). — It was resolved to delegate power to Clirs Ferguson, Milham, South and Pigden. It was
confirmed that details of the schedule would then be circulated to all other members prior to full authorisation.

. To resolve on quotation for streetlight - The Clerk advised that the matter was deferred pending receipt of information in

respect of Phase 2 upgrades.

. To resolve to accept quotation of £1,500.00 for re-construction of base of Fridaybridge village sign —The Deputy Clerk

confirmed that attempts had been made to seek additional quotations, but this had been unsuccessful. It was resolved to
accept the quotation received from Dave Clarke Builder; proposed Clir Cage, Seconded Clir South; Resolved unan.

To resolve to accept deferral of following reports to the September meeting; (i) Bank rec. & quarterly finance

report Apr-Jun, (i) Quarterly budget update Apr-Jun, (iii) 2024/25 VAT reclaim. Council resolved to approve.

Correspondence;

i.  Email, parishioner - queries regarding (i) wasp nest at cemetery, (ii) condition of cemetery gates and fencing, (iii) Tree
on Clarion owned area adjacent to Birch Grove — The Deputy Clerk confirmed that all matters had been dealt with
and a response sent to the Parishioner. Condition of Cemetery gates and fencing to be considered for 26/27 budget.

ii. Email, parishioner — complaint reference matters relating to Begdale car park (deferred to closed session for
protection of an individual’s personal data), see item 26. — (minute ref 71.25).

Planning: (applications considered in different order to the Agenda due to Clir Pigden’s declaration of interest).

i FIYR25/0435/F First-floor extension incorporating hip-to-gable roof conversion, dormer windows to front & rear and
erect single-storey rear extension involving demolition of existing chimneys at; Pamille 37 The Stitch Friday Bridge
Wisbech Cambridgeshire PE14 OHX. — Resolved to support the application. Prop. Clir Ferguson, Sec. Clir South.

iii FI'YR25/0280/VOC Variation of conditions 3 (External Materials and Detailing), 4 (Surface Water Drainage),

5 (Construction Surface Water Run-Off), 9 (External Lighting), 15 (CEMP: Biodiversity), 18 (Hard and Soft Landscaping),
21 (Levels and Cross Sections) and 23 (Approved Plans and Documents) of Planning permission F/'YR21/0339/F
(Conversion of existing barns to 1 x 4-bed and 1 x 5-bed two storey dwellings and erection of 8 x dwellings with garaging)
to allow change in design at; Land North And West Of 47 Fridaybridge Road EIm. — Council resolved to maintain
objections submitted in respect of the original application and request that variations relating to; construction surface
water run-off and surface water drainage were fully investigated, noting concerns that had already been raised by
Cambridgeshire County Council (in its role as the lead local flood authority). — Proposed Clir Ferguson, Seconded Clir
South.

iv FIYR25/0501/TRTPO Works to 1 x Ash tree and fell 1 x Lime tree covered by TPO 01/2025 at ElIm House Main
Road EIm Wisbech Cambridgeshire PE14 0AB. - It was resolved to support the application if supported by a specialist
arborists report. — Proposed Clir South, seconded Clir Cage.

19.23 ClIr Pigden confirmed his pecuniary / personal interest in the following application (due to the proposed site
location) and left the meeting room.

ii FIYR25/0444/FDC Convert part of existing building from 1 x dwelling and part of 1 x flat into 7 x additional 1-bed studio
flats (sheltered accommodation) with ancillary office and laundry room at; Meadowcourt, Main Road EIm Wisbech
Cambridgeshire PE14 0AG. — It was resolved to support the application.

19.28 CliIr Pigden returned to the meeting.

Highways & Footways;
i.  TTRO 25-1294 Molls Drove 26/8/25-5/9/2.

To resolve on action relating to the provision of CCTV in Begdale Portacabin and car park. — The Deputy Clerk
advised that further information was required in connection to lighting and cameras. A meeting was being scheduled with
the contractor in order to clarify details of the system; date to be confirmed, all Clirs welcome.

To review the proposed street naming; land North and West of 47 Fridaybridge Road, Elm, resolve appropriately.
— No comments or concerns were raised.

To resolve to adopt updated Complaints Policy. — It was resolved (unan.) to adopt a new Policy for handling
Unreasonably Persistent, Vexatious or Abusive Complaints (draft as circulated prior to meeting). Thanks were conveyed
to Clir Fisher for his assistance in providing a model document. Proposed Clir South, Seconded Clir Cage.
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To review updates to Parks & Open Spaces Risk Assessment Policy, resolve appropriately. — Deferred to
September meeting.

To receive an update concerning ongoing issues at Biomarsh; resolve on action. — It was resolved (unan.) to
report the issues raised to the FDC Planning Enforcement Department, including complaints/ concerns reported by
Parishioners, camera evidence and points highlighted by the District Cllr. Prop. ClIr Fisher, Sec. Clir Ferguson.

To resolve on membership of Personnel Committee (subject revisited at the request of three councillors) — It was
resolved (unan.) to appoint Clir Fisher as an additional member of the Pers. Committee. P- Clir Ferguson, S — Clir South.

To receive requests from members for items to be included on next agenda. - ClIr Ferguson asked for the subject
of Biomarsh to be included in the next agenda.

To confirm date for next Parish Council meeting - 10t September 2025.

To resolve to enter closed session in order to consider the following agenda items on the grounds of conf by
virtue of; the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s.1 (2).
19:38 - It was resolved to enter closed session.

To consider matters relating to Cemetery Cottage tenancy agreement; resolve appropriately. (Confidential due to
discussion of contractual and personal data). — It was confirmed that the matter had been referred to the agent managing
the tenancy, appropriate correspondence had been forwarded , subject deferred to next meeting.

To consider requests included in formal complaint regarding security light at Begdale. (Confidential due to
protection of personal data). Resolve appropriately. — The content of the item of correspondence was considered in full
and a matter closed response was resolved.

To consider content of formal complaint regarding (i) Council procedures, (ii) Personnel matters; resolve on both
subjects appropriately (confidential due to discussion of personal data).
(i) Council considered the matters raised in respect of council procedures and resolved on a full and final response.

19.50 - The Clerk and Clir Welbourne left the meeting room due to their personal interest in the following agenda item.

(ii) Clir Ferguson (Chair of Personnel Committee) confirmed that all Personnel matters included in the item of
Correspondence had been considered by the Personnel Committee at a meeting held on 3 July 2025, a report was then
presented to Council detailing the Committee’s findings. Council resolved to accept the response proposed by the
Committee, ClIr Ferguson to respond accordingly.

20.10 - The Clerk and Clir Welbourne returned to the meeting room.

To consider concerns formally raised in relation to working party procedures, council’s consideration of information and,
recording of outcomes. (confidential due to discussion of personal data). — Details of an informal response forwarded in
respect of this item of correspondence was advised to Council. Council resolved that it was satisfied with the response
sent.

To consider formal complaint raised in respect of matters connected to management and use of the Begdale field
and car park. (confidential due to discussion of personal data). Members considered the item of correspondence in full
and resolved on a matter closed response.

To resolve on functionality of Begdale Access working party; (requested by 3 Clirs) (confidential due to discussion of
individuals’ personal data). — Council resolved to disband The Begdale Access Working Party, members to be thanked for
their contributions.; proposed Clir Ferguson, Seconded Clir South. 8 in favour, 1 member abstained due to their
connection to the working party.

20:20 - The Clerk left the meeting room due to a personal interest in the following agenda item.

To receive report from Deputy Clerk concerning matters relating to confidentiality and data protection, resolve on
action in line with official ICO guidelines (Confidential due to discussion of GDPR issues and personal data).

The Deputy Clerk reported on findings of an investigation relating to data protection issues (undertaken according to third
party specialist legal advice and ICO guidelines). It was resolved to delegate authority to The Personnel Committee to
consider matters relating to Data Protection, thereby providing a second layer of contingency. It was further resolved for
the Deputy Clerk; with the support of the Personnel/ GDPR Committee; to continue the investigation according to the
specialist legal advice received. It was noted that the investigation could not be concluded until additional information had
been sought.

20:40 - The Clerk returned to the meeting room.



74.25 To receive report concerning unauthorised items of correspondence sent to third parties, resolve appropriately.
(confidential due to discussion of personal data). — Details were presented to Council; noted, no resolution passed.

20:48 - The Deputy Clerk and Clir Welbourne left the meeting due to their personal interest in the following agenda item.

75.25 To receive report and associated notes from the Chairman concerning a matter relating to a member of staff.
(confidential due to discussion of personal data). Resolve appropriately.
A report was presented to Council; members considered the content in full. Council resolved on appropriate action to be
taken. It was agreed in principle that the Deputy Clerk’s probationary period had been successfully completed; resolution to
be confirmed at next meeting.

21:00 - The Deputy Clerk & Clir Welbourne returned to the room.

76.25 To receive statement from Council Officers. — Council Officers presented a joint statement; Council resolved
unanimously to support the content of the statement.

77.25 21:07 - Resolved to close the closed session.

78.25 21:08 - Close of meeting.

Signed ... Date .ooovveieei,
Elm Parish Council Chair



