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Elm Parish Council 

Minutes of the Meeting of Elm Parish Council held at the Portacabin, Begdale, Elm on Wednesday 11th June 2025 

commencing at 6.30pm 

[Meetings of the Parish Council may be recorded by the Clerk to aid with minute taking. Any such recording is destroyed once the 

minutes are agreed]. 

Present: Cllrs –  Dring, Hopkin, Welbourne (Chair), Cage, Pigden, South, Fisher (co-opted see min. ref. 28.25). 
District Cllr Roy, Mrs S England – Clerk, Mrs L Welbourne – Deputy Clerk (minute taker).   One member of the public.   
 
23.25 Apologies for absence –  Received from Cllrs Ferguson, Milham, Butcher; Council resolved to accept their reasons for 

absence.   
 
24.25    Members Code of Conduct – The Chair reminded members of the need to submit; via the Clerk; any  
             changes to their Register of Interests information. 
 
25.25    To receive declarations of interests (pecuniary, non-pecuniary & other) and any requests for 

dispensation; Cllr Dring declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 15 (see minute ref; 37.25) as she “lived next 
door to the site in question”.   
 

26.25     Open Forum – No matters raised 
 
27.25 Signing of Minutes – To Review and Approve Minutes – Council resolved to approve the minutes of meeting held on 

14th May 2025 as a true record of proceedings.  Proposed Cllr South, Seconded Cllr Hopkin. 
 
28.25 To resolve on Co-option of candidate to become a Member of the Parish Council – (Mr Fisher’s introductory 

statement circulated to Members prior to meeting).  It was resolved to co-opt Mr Stefan Fisher onto the Parish Council; 
Proposed Cllr South, Seconded Cllr Cage.  Mr Fisher signed a Declaration of Acceptance, Cllr Fisher was invited to join 
Members at the meeting table, the Chair welcomed him to the Council. 
 

29.25 District Councillor’s Report - District Cllr Roy reported as follows; 
1. Speeding remained a challenge in the Parish. More volunteers were needed for the speedwatch groups. The police patrols were happy to 
assist with speedwatch groups if available. There were 5 mobile speed vans in use and if data provided showed continuous high levels of 
speeders, vans could be deployed more regularly. The new speed device, funded by the Parish Council had been delivered. 
 2. Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Integrated Care Board were questioned about the Central Diagnostic Centre at North Cambs Hospital. 
Services provided at North Cambs and their lack of use. Particular concerns voiced that the MRI unit had moved to Ely hospital. Residents 
urged to question why referrals were outside the area they live in.  
3. Meeting had been held with Clarion regarding issues ,these had since been dealt with.  
4. Enforcement action regarding empty properties in Elm continued to be monitored by FDC.  
5. BioMarsh – Awaiting a planning application to increase number of vehicles. Evidence was being shared with enforcement team for monitoring 
purposes. 
Councillor Roy invited County Councillor Fisher to provide an update on Highways matters. 
Data relating to standard of road surfaces had been shared, for repairs to be undertaken the road had to be rated in the top 60.  Roads in Elm 
were rates in the 200’s, more work required to raise the profile. 

 
30.25   Clerk’s Report – Mrs Welbourne (Deputy Clerk) reported as follows: 
1. Neill from Tawny Owl had put stakes 2 x trees in Begdale playing field to help straighten them. 
2. The crowns had been lifted on trees at the leam pond – this had been completed by Neill at Tawny Owl. 
3. Shrubs at the top of Grove Gardens had been identified as a hazard obstructing view to drivers; Ideverde contacted to rectify this. 
4. Gates had been broken at the small playing field in Friday Bridge owned by Clarion.  Raised with them to rectify as H&S issue. 
5.It had been highlighted that the green wheely bin should not be under the fire escape, moved to near railings. 
6. E-mail had been sent to War Memorials Trust to see if they would like to include the Coldham plinth as part of their itinerary on their website.  
Reply had been received to confirm that this was not something they would include and the best place to register this is The Airfields of Britain 
which had already been completed. 
7. The wire fencing at Friday Bridge had been cut, Tawny Owl had repaired on a temporary basis, quote received for permanent fix at £302.00. 
8. The interest rate on the Barclays savings account had been reduced to 1.2% from 1.25%. 
9. Street light Elm Low Road, PC 5 – Attempted to find out who was responsible for damage as wanted to claim on drivers’ insurance, but police 
had no record – Could claim on Parish Council insurance.  Quote in excess of £2000.00, matter carried forward. 
9. E-mail received from Zara Holland regarding S106 funding stated that there could be £31,173.00 available to spend on offsite public open 
space for the provision of improvement to areas for children’s play space. – Ideas could include a new safety surface at Fridaybridge, children’s 
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equipment / picnic tables in Begdale playing field. Reason not notified in the past (although Elm planning application), it specified funding for 
Wisbech. 
10. Friday Bridge village sign awaiting, 2nd quote, however centre post was made from metal and would not need replacing. 
11. Dog attack on Towpath; dog had been seized and euthanised. 
12. Incident of ASB at FB park had today been reported to the police. 
13. Proedge construction had been contacted regarding the Bus Shelters in Friday Bridge and Elm and we were waiting for confirmation from 
Clarion regarding the Friday Bridge site.  Once confirmed a letter drop would take place to residents at both locations of the project. 
14. Cambs CC had today been contacted regarding fencing at The Leam; this had significantly deteriorated and the posts had lifted out of the 
ground. 
15. Street lighting – Received a further update from Gary Edwards, situation was frustrating.  Still awaiting the project to be completed and now 
further assets had been identified as requiring maintenance work.  Chased and carried forward to July. 
16. Maintenance was required for the Elm War Memorial – identified one company that could refurbish, considering the costs, likely to need 2nd 
quotation. 
17. Audit now completed, all documents would be submitted within the statutory deadline. 
18. All policies and procedures had been loaded back onto the website; work still ongoing on Risk Assessments. 
19. Work on Cemetery records had currently stalled, due to the increased workload.  It was hoped that this would commence again in August. 
20. We now had pre prepared packs for the defib cabinets; items included a razor, mouthguard, gloves, waste bag etc. 
21. Finally, we had identified documents, photographs etc that would be scanned as part of the longer term plan to digitalise the asset register, 
would also need a working party to help move this along in the future. 

  
31.25    Financial Matters 

              i.  The Deputy Clerk advised the following sums had been received since the last meeting.   

              Cottage rent £800.00; Interest £721.42; Cemetery fees £770.00.   
              ii.  To resolve to approve expenditure for June 2025 as detailed in the payment schedule below:                

PAYEE DETAIL NET VAT TOTAL 

     

Barrington International Pocket Radar - speed watch Grant £295.49 £59.10 £354.59 

BT Telephone £29.87 £5.97 £35.84 

Gallagher Insurance £6,173.06  £6,173.06 

Tawny Owl  Grounds maintenance £1,638.75 £327.75 £1,966.50 

Tawny Owl  Tree Stakes £50.50 £10.10 £60.60 

Tawny Owl  Repairs / tree cutting / cleaning £460.00 £92.00 £552.00 

LCSS Internal audit £247.50  £247.50 

LCSS Training £440.00  £440.00 

FDC Bin emptying £230.58  £230.58 

Euroloo CRAG grant for disabled toilet £165.00 £33.00 £198.00 

L & S Little Plants for Elm planters £201.60  £201.60 

Salaries Clerk's & Deputy Clerk salary £2,522.53  £2,522.53 

Expenses Clerk's & Deputy Clerk exps £331.18 £26.96 £358.14 

NEST Pension  £262.84  £262.84 

HMRC  PAYE £547.47   £547.47 

  £13,596.37 £554.88 £14,151.25 

It was resolved to approve payment of June invoices included in the payment schedule. Proposed, Cllr South, Seconded 

Cllr Cage. 

 

Chairperson …………………………………………… 

iii. Resolve to confirm acceptance of the content of the internal Auditors report for 24/25 – Resolved; Proposed   

     Cllr South, Seconded Cllr Hopkin. 

iv. To resolve to approve section 1 of AGAR 24-25 – Resolved; Proposed Cllr South, Seconded Cllr Cage. 

v.  To resolve to approve section 2 of AGAR 24-25 – Resolved; Proposed Cllr South, Seconded Cllr Cage. 

vi. To resolve to continue with the regular direct debit payments for the current financial year to suppliers; Wave 

                   Water, BT, KLIDB, ICO data protection and Nest. Resolved; Proposed Cllr Cage, Seconded Cllr Hopkin 

 vii. To resolve on grant payment for Coldham Carnival disabled portable toilet, £198.00 inc VAT. Resolved to  

                   approve; Proposed Cllr Hopkin, Seconded Cllr Cage. 

 



 

 
 

3 

32.25       AGM Tasks carried forward: 
i. To adopt updated model financial regulations.  Council resolved to adopt the model Financial Regulations as 

amended appropriately for Elm Parish Council. 
ii.     To resolve to appoint members to the following committees and working parties 

• Personnel Committee – Resolved to appoint the following Members; Cllrs Ferguson, South, Milham, Dring 
and Hopkin. 

• Christmas Decorations Working Party – Resolved to confirm Members as; Cllrs Welbourne, South and 
Milham. 

• Finance Working Party – Resolved to confirm all Councillors as members (in order to facilitate discussion 

of annual budget). 

 
33.25     Correspondence;    

i. Email received from Parishioner questioning why street light had not been repaired Clerk responded advising 
update requested from FDC  

ii.  Email received from Parishioner requesting use of Chapel for painting acrylic artwork. Resolved to decline 
request due to risks of lone working and lack of facilities.  

iii.  Freedom of Information request letter received from member of public regarding information relating to        
                                  Begdale Playing field. Response submitted in line with ICO guidelines. 

iv. Tree Survey and Risk Assessment for the Towpath. 
v. E-mail received from member of public regarding light on Portacabin. – Resolved to adapt light by adding 

metal shield to channel the light direction. 
vi. E-mail received from member of public requesting details of how incidents of Anti-Social Behaviour should    

be reported. Response forwarded detailing appropriate hierarchy for reporting purposes; to be confirmed in 
ASB policy. 

                      vii       E-mail received from Street Pride, offer of assistance with cleaning of signs and notice boards. Email 
                             acknowledged expressing thanks 
 

34.25         Planning: 
i  F/YR25/0363/F – Erect an extension to factory (Retrospective) at Fenmarc Produce Limited 178 Gosmoor Lane Elm 
Wisbech PE14 0EG – It was resolved that no further comments were to be made. 
ii F/YR25/0373/F – Erect a detached garage to front of existing dwelling at The Stables Coldham Bank Coldham March 
Cambridgeshire PE15 0BS – It was resolved to support the application. 
iii F/YR25/0364/TRCA – Works to1no Cedar tree within a Conservation Area at The Old Vicarage Main Road Elm 
Wisbech Cambridgeshire PE14 0AB – It was resolved to support the application on condition that the work was 
recommended in a supporting arborists report. 
iv  F/YR24/0995/F – Appeal application for change of use of land east of Gosmoor House 35 Gosmoor Lane Elm  - It 
was resolved the support the application. 

  
35.25         Highways & Footways;   

LHI 25/26 – Confirmation of funding award committee meeting due to be held on the 14th October 2025 
TTRO 25-1194 -  Carriageway works -4/5 Aug Long Drove, Coldham 
TTRO 25-1076 – Anglian Water, Chamber works - 15/7-17/7  Belt Drove, Elm,  
TTRO 25-1110 – Carriageway Repairs – 13/8/25 – Gosmoor Lane 

 
36.25          To resolve to adopt the following policies (1) Terms of Reference for Parish Council Working Parties (as circulated)  

(2)  Media Policy (as circulated)  (3) Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) Policy. – It was resolved to adapt all policies en bloc – 
Proposed Cllr South, Seconded, Cllr Pigden 
 

37.25         To receive update from “Access to Begdale Car Park” Working Party, resolve on appropriate course of action –  
19.20 - It was resolved to suspend standing orders 

                 Cllr Dring left the meeting room 
 

Options presented to Cllrs as from the working party spokes person (Dist Cllr Roy) as follows:  
1. The gates to be permanently left open, secured to prevent them being closed by the public, and CCTV and directional 
floodlighting to be installed.  
2. The gates to be kept open and secured to prevent them being closed by the public, installation of a manual bollard (8am - 8pm 
in the summer period and 9am - 4pm in the winter period). Signage to be installed advising parishioners of timings. The bollard 
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opening and closing could be contracted out to an individual at a rate of £2226.50 PA, equating to £185.54 per month on a self-
employed basis. In addition, this option also to be supported by the installation of CCTV and directional floodlighting. 
 3. The gates to be opened permanently and secured to prevent them being closed by the public. A bollard permanently deployed 
at the entrance to the car park, and only open when the portacabin was in use, to be supported by CCTV and directional 
floodlighting.  
In addition, the working party recommended that a scoping exercise be undertaken, to assess the possibility of creating an 
alternative access to the field, in line with the continuing growth of Elm. The findings of which to be presented to Full Council within 
12 months from the date of the next meeting. 
Discussion followed, it was resolved to adopt option 1, proposed Cllr South, seconded Cllr Fisher – vote by show of hands 5 in 
favour and one abstained. 
Clerks were asked to investigate the costs involved in installing bollards at the gate entrance, how electrical power could be made 
available at the site and if having lockable bollards were complaint with Fire and Air Ambulance protocols and procedures. 
Cllr Dring returned to meeting room 
19.25 It was resolved to reinstate standing orders 

 
38.25    To receive update on amended quotation for CCTV in Begdale Portacabin and car park; resolve appropriately.  

   CCTV installation was discussed at both Begdale and Fridaybridge Playing field sites.  Awaiting quote details – Item carried 
    forward to July meeting. 
 

39.25    To consider additional signage for the Begdale site – Main gate, indicating Parish office; resolve appropriately. 
   It was resolved to not add any additional signage at present to the Begdale site as the office was not always manned and  
   meetings were by appointment only.  Proposed Cllr Welbourne, Seconded Cllr Cage 
 

40.25   To review updates to Parks & Open Spaces Risk Assessment Policy pending further amendments subject to  
            resolution under Agenda item 15 (minute ref 37.25).  Resolve appropriately. – Cllrs comments were noted, appropriate 
            updates to be implemented. Item carried forward to July agenda. 

 
41.25    To receive update concerning Bike shelter project; resolve appropriately 

  19.58  It was resolved to suspend Standing Orders in order to allow District Cllr Roy to speak. 
   Cllr Roy reported that the project was moving forward, he had been advised that planning permission would be required for  
   the structures.  The Clerk advised she had received an email suggesting that planning permission was not required; copy to 
   be forwarded to Cllr Roy. Subject to be carried forward. 
  20.01  It was resolved to reinstate standing orders. 
 

42.25   To receive update concerning sourcing accurate insurance valuations in respect of rebuild costs for Cemetery  
            Cottage, Chapel, and Clock Tower War Memorial; resolve appropriately. 
            It was resolved for valuations to be obtained, in the case of the Clock Tower War Memorial, it was agreed that a specialist 
           surveyor would be needed – Item carried forward to July meeting. 

 
43.25    To receive requests from members for items to be included on next agenda. – No items raised 

44.25    To confirm date for next Parish Council meeting. (9th July 2025).  

45.25    Close of meeting – 20.05 

 
 

Signed ……………………………………….                                 Date ……………………………. 

Elm Parish Council Chair 


