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Elm Parish Council 

Minutes of the Meeting of Elm Parish Council held at the Portacabin, Begdale, Elm on Wednesday 14th May 

2025 commencing at 6.30pm 

[Meetings of the Parish Council may be recorded by the Clerk to aid with minute taking. Any such recording is destroyed 

once the minutes are agreed]. 

Present: Cllrs –  Ferguson, Dring, Hopkin, Milham (Chair), Welbourne (Vice Chair), Pigden, South, District Cllr Roy. 
Mrs S England – Clerk, Mrs L Welbourne – Deputy Clerk.   Two members of the public.   
 
01.25 To elect a Chairman - It was resolved to elect Cllr Robin Milham as Chair to the Council;  Proposed Cllr 

Ferguson; seconded Cllr Welbourne. 
 
02.25    Declaration of Acceptance – Cllr Milham signed a Declaration of Acceptance for the Chair’s role. 
 
03.25   To elect a Vice-Chairman – It was resolved to elect Cllr Richard Welbourne as Vice-Chairman to the Council. 

Proposed Cllr Milham ; seconded Cllr Hopkin. 
 
04.25   To receive declarations of interests (pecuniary, non-pecuniary & other) and any requests for 

dispensation; None disclosed. 
 

05.25    Apologies for absence –  Received from Cllrs Cage & Goodley; Council resolved to accept their reasons for 
absence.   

 
06.25    Members Code of Conduct – The Chair reminded members of the need to submit; via the Clerk; any  
             changes to their Register of Interests information. 
 
07.25    Open Forum  

6.50 pm – It was resolved to suspend Standing Orders. Two members of the public requested to speak; the 
following subjects were raised; 

• Concerns raised that Biomarsh lorries were using Redmoor Lane to get to the A47 at excessive speeds and 
at unsociable hours, this had caused disturbance to residents.  

6.53 pm Cllr South entered the meeting  

• Coldham Carnival was to be held in June.  Parish Council asked if they would provide grant funding for a 
disabled toilet; official request to be submitted by e-mail. 

7.05 pm - It was resolved to reinstate standing orders. 

08.25 Signing of Minutes – To Review and Approve Minutes – Council resolved to approve the minutes of meeting 
held on 9th April 2025 as a true record of proceedings. 

 
09.25  AGM Tasks; 

i. To review Council Standing Orders and Financial Regulations  
ii. To review effectiveness of Council’s internal control systems  
iii. To review Council’s policies & procedures 
iv. To confirm the continued appointment of Mr Terry Jordan as Council’s Internal Auditor   
v. To review Council’s Asset Register and insurance arrangements for the coming year.  
vi. To confirm meeting dates for the municipal year as – second Wednesday monthly with the exception of  
     August when no meeting is held. 
vii. To review Council’s banking arrangements and signing mandate.  
 
Council resolved to confirm approval of items (i) to (vii) en-bloc with the following exceptions; approval of 
Financial Regulations deferred to June meeting pending review of the new model document; approval of the 
Asset Register deferred to June meeting pending insurance valuations. 
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10.25 District Councillor’s Report               
             District Cllr Roy reported as follows; 
1. New County Cllrs had been appointed; Stefan Fisher and Colin Galbraith. They are to be copied into all future 
agendas for meetings.  
2. Bio Marsh – tackling the HGV noise and speed continued. Local residents were gathering information to prepare to 
object to the June application. Enforcement at FDC were also assisting in tacking the issues. 
 3. Woodland Trust offering free trees for communities – A  link had been sent to the Clerk 
 4. Parish Council Office - Several residents had indicated that they did not know where the Parish Council Office was. 
Councillors were advised that they may wish to consider placing additional signage on the office and the fencing 
outside, as many new people had moved into the area. 
 5. Tilia Homes – A onsite meeting had been arranged with Tilia Homes on May 28th at 11am in Grove Gardens to show 
the new officer, the unresolved ongoing issues.  
6. 132 Friday Bridge Rd, Elm.  – Property was derelict. FDC officers were aware and there is an ongoing interaction and 
would report back when resolved. 
7. 99 Friday Bridge Rd – ongoing enforcement was currently in hand.  
8. Strathmore House – ongoing enforcement action for non-compliance.  
9. NHW Scheme had now been setup in Coldham, scheme would be extended to Rings End, street co-ordinators were 
now required.   
10. The Hope Hub  - Being launched in partnership with Clarion Futures and Cambs Acre, based at Tower Hall, Friday 
Bridge every Monday (except BH) as a free drop in for residents from 10-1. It would enable residents access to local 
services without having to leave the village. Professionals would be drafted in from time to time to give specific advice 
on areas that had a high request rate. It would to be manned by volunteers to start with. A sensory garden and 
allotments would form the second phase of the project.  
11. The quality of life survey was now available on the Cambs County Council Website or Cllr Roy’s Facebook page, 
last year’s results, everyone encouraged to complete the 2025 survey.  
12. Meadow Court - Following meeting with FDC, it was confirmed that the purchase had completed on 31.03.2025. All 
current residents were now on FDC agreements. Only temporary housing provision for singles or couples. Support team 
were to have an office internally to help transition from temporary to permanent placement. No plans to currently evict 
anyone. Because of vicinity to school certain applicants were not to access these units. No asylum seekers were able to 
access these units, only UK citizens. Regular on site meetings were to take place to ensure local residents were not 
affected. Removal of anyone not complying with regulations would be completed in a maximum of 6 weeks. 
 
11.25   Clerk’s Report – Mrs Welbourne (Deputy Clerk) reported as follows: 

1.  Elm Community Hub – Following on from suggestions the Community Hub were adding a link on their website 
to a Just Giving page that they had already set up for donations. 

2.  Kenneth Brammer – Airfields of Britain Conservation Trust had been in contact and were updating their website 
with details of the memorial plaque and a what3words location for the WW1 memorial plaque located at 
Coldham. 

3.  Details had been sent to Emneth Parish Council for the Towpath sign and they had confirmed they were happy 
to proceed.  The design was now being finalised. 

4. A trip hazard had been identified around Coldham bench and Neill from Tawny Owl was repairing this at a cost 
of £110.00. 

5.  Trees at The Leam had had their crowns lifted which allowed safe cutting of the grass area at the far side of the 
pond, at a cost of £275.00. 

6. Information and notice boards were being cleaned in Elm, Fridaybridge and Coldham at a cost of £75.00.  
  All of the above fell within the Clerk and Chair’s spending powers, item to confirm this on the agenda. 
7.  Confirmation had been received from Barclays regarding the bank mandate changes and Cllrs Pigden and 

Dring were now able to operate online banking. 
8.  Complaint had been received regarding the brambles at the entrance to Tower Hall car park – E-mail had been 

sent to Cllr Roy to obtain the correct contact to raise this; awaiting further information. 
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9.  Cemetery bins were not being emptied – this had been reported and rectified. – As with Begdale car park and 
Fridaybridge playing field. 

10.  Nox canisters – Advised by FDC, unable to have a secure storage box in Begdale playing field as these were 
classed as hazardous waste. – FDC had advised that these should be placed near any bins and would be 
collected when bins are emptied. – Any more than 3 should be reported for a separate collection and under no 
circumstances should people transport them in their vehicles. 

11.  Positive feedback had been received regarding the WW1 plaque at Coldham.  CRAG had confirmed that they 
did not wish to pursue the flower bed around the memorial at present as it was felt that may detract from 
viewing details of the structure. 

12.  Emneth Parish Council had confirmed that the tree inspection along the Towpath had taken place and the 
survey findings would be sent in due course. 

13.  Planning permission - Planning permission has been rejected for Fridaybridge camp and the appeal had been 
 rejected for the site at Clarke’s Mowers by the Appeals officer. 
14.  Begdale gates - Following advice from RoSPA inspector drop bolt fixings had been installed today to properly 

secure Begdale car park and office compound gates. 
15.  Elm Cemetery – Thanks had been given to those who attended the cemetery to consider extending the 

driveway and graves.  This would be in the 26/27 budget and approximate costings would be sought over the 
coming months. 

16.  Pocket Park – Thanks was given to Cllr South for sourcing and planting the tree at the Pocket Park in memory 
of the dog that was attacked and sadly passed away. 

17.  Play areas - RoSPA report had been received.  Clerk and Deputy Clerk were working through the document, 
but no high-risk items had been identified that required immediate action. Further update would be at June’s 
meeting. 

18.  Begdale Car park - Quote had been received from Dave Clark Builder to repair car park at Begdale - £6300.00.  

However expert advice was to be sought over the resolution. 

 

12.25    Financial Matters 

              i.  The Clerk advised the following sums had been received since the last meeting.   

              Cottage rent £800.00; Interest £262.59; Cemetery fees £250.00.   
              ii.  To resolve to approve expenditure for May 2025 as detailed in the payment schedule below:                 
 

PAYEE DETAIL NET VAT TOTAL 

Cambs CC Annual Rent £375.00  £375.00 

Tamar IT 
Website and new Cllr work 

£72.00 £14.40 £86.40 

Tamar IT Website and new Cllr work £120.00 £24.00 £144.00 

Wave Rates £18.21  £18.21 

RoSPA Play Area Inspection £296.00 £59.20 £355.20 

BT Broadband £29.87 £5.97 £35.84 

Tawny Owl  Grounds maintenance £1,638.75 £327.75 £1,966.50 

David Clark Builder Plaque at Coldham £2,200.00  £2,200.00 

David Clark Builder Repairs to Begdale cabin £270.00  £270.00 

Salaries Clerk's & Deputy Clerk salary £1,938.62  £1,938.62 

Expenses Clerk's & Deputy Clerk exps £196.30 £3.00 £199.30 

NEST Pension  £149.06  £149.06 

HMRC  PAYE £0.00   £0.00 

  £7,303.81 £434.32 £7,738.13 
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It was resolved to approve payment of May invoices included in the payment schedule. Proposed, Cllr Dring, 

Seconded Cllr South. 

 

Chairperson …………………………………………… 

 

iii. To approve the end of year accounts for 2024/25.  Resolved to approve – Proposed Cllr Dring, Seconded  

     Cllr South. 

iv. To resolve to confirm acceptance of the quotation from Tawny Owl Services of £552.00 for cleaning notice  

     boards, cutting Lean Trees and repairing trip hazard at Coldham. – It was resolved to accept the quotation;  

     Proposed Cllr Ferguson, seconded Cllr Dring. 

v.  To consider quotation received for reconstruction of base of Fridaybridge village sign – Agreed to obtain a  

      second quotation; carried forward to June agenda. 

vi.  To consider quotation received for proposed installation of bus shelters in Elm and Fridaybridge (subject to  

      final confirmation from Clarion housing for the Fridaybridge site). – It was resolved to proceed with the  

      quotation received from Pro-edge Construction for both locations. 3m shelter at Elm, 2m shelter at  

      Fridaybridge location.  Proposed Cllr Milham, seconded Cllr Ferguson. 

 

13.25     Correspondence;    
              Email x 2  -  Members of the public/RoSPA inspector – Concerns raised regarding the new bar and access  
             arrangements for Begdale playing field. Resolve on further action if considered appropriate.  
 

7.40 pm - It was resolved to suspend Standing Orders in order to allow members of the public to speak. 

Following e-mail concerns regarding the bar used to keep the Begdale Playing Field access gates on 
“pedestrian access” guidance has been sought from the Council’s RoSPA inspector and the Grounds 
Maintenance contractor (IOSH qualified). It had been confirmed; 

• The bar was non-compliant with Health & Safety regulations. 

• The access gates should be fixed with drop bolt sockets to ensure stability in adverse weather conditions. 

• It was acknowledged that the situation was difficult to resolve. 
 
Cllrs discussed the matter at length; the following comments were made: 

• Begdale site had been gifted to the Parish Council by Cambs County Council to provide a recreational area for 
residents.  

• It was hoped the installation of CCTV would deter potential incidents of ASB. 

• Installation of a pedestrian gate would not solve the issue of permitting vehicular access into the car park. 

• The Police did not always have adequate recourses to respond to ASB incidents, this was not unique to Elm 
and was a nationwide problem. 

• Members stressed that volunteers / residents should not put themselves at risk by engaging with perpetrators of 
ASB. 

Council resolved to leave the main access gates open and for the situation to be reviewed at the June meeting – 
The vote was by show of hands, six in favour one against. 

 
       Cllr Dring advised; contrary to the resolution; she would be opening and closing the gates in her personal capacity 
       pending the June meeting. 
       Members advised that Cllr Dring should not pursue this course of action and for this be noted in the minutes. 
       District Cllr Roy suggested a working party should be created to investigate options concerning accessibility to the 
       site.  It was resolved to appoint Cllrs Welbourne and Dring to the working party; District Cllr Roy appointed as a   
       non-council member; working party to report their findings at the June meeting. 
 
       7.54 pm -   It was resolved to reinstate Standing Orders. 
 

 14.25          Planning; 
i. F/YR25/0289/F – Erect an office, store and display building, Bankside Nursery March Road Rings End  
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Guyhirn Wisbech Cambridgeshire PE13 4DD - It was resolved to support the application, proposed Cllr 
Ferguson, Seconded Cllr Welbourne. 

 ii.     F/TR25/0322/F – Erect single-storey side and rear extension to existing dwelling at Walnut Lodge  
 Laddus Drove Friday Bridge Wisbech Cambridgeshire PE14 0LJ. - It was resolved to support the application 
 Proposed Cllr Ferguson, Seconded Cllr Welbourne. 
 iii.     F/TR25/0339/F - Erect 2 x dwellings and create parking for 3 Wales Bank at Land East Of 3 Wales Bank   
 Elm Cambridgeshire.  - It was resolved to object to the application on the grounds of overdevelopment of the  
 site; Council would prefer for just one dwelling to be erected. – Proposed Cllr Ferguson, Seconded Cllr 
 Milham 
 iv.     F/YR25/0280/VOC - Erect single-storey side and rear extension to existing dwelling at Walnut Lodge  
 Laddus Drove Friday Bridge Wisbech Cambridgeshire PE14 0LJ – It was resolved to support the application  
 Proposed Cllr Ferguson, Seconded Cllr Welbourne.     

 15.25      Highways & Footways; 
i.    TTRO 25-933 – Gosmoor Lane 23/6/25-24/6/25 – Telecoms works 
ii        TTRO 25-783 – Gosmoor Lane 2/6/25-6/6/25 – Carriageway repairs 
iii       TTRO 25-782 – Redmoor Lane 9/6/25-12/6/25 – Carriageway patching 

 16.25     To consider request to support funding application for installation of bicycle shelter at the small  
               Pocket Park in Elm; resolve appropriately.  (subject to planning permission requirements).  To also resolve  
                on taking responsibility for two additional bicycle shelters proposed for installation at Coldham playing field and  
                The Chequers car park in Friday Bridge. 

               Concerns were raised regarding the Fridaybridge location as the land was not Parish Council owned.  It was  
               agreed that Cllr Roy could investigate alternative locations.  The size of the bike shelter at The Pocket Park  
               was also raised as a concern; Cllr Roy confirmed that a smaller bike shelter could be located at this site and  
               details would be forwarded.  – Item carried forward to June agenda. 

 17.25     To consider installation of CCTV in Begdale Car Park/portacabin; resolve appropriately. 
               It was requested to receive an amendment to the quotation received from Norfolk Fire Solutions Ltd to add a  
               motion sensor and lighting to the quotation.  Item to be carried forward to June’s agenda. 

  18.25    Biomarsh- to consider latest developments concerning vehicular movements; resolve appropriately.    
               Members discussed ongoing concerns relating to activities at the Biomarsh site.  It was noted that tankers  
               were also using Wales Bank.  The vehicular traffic had severely deteriorated the surface of the highway;  
               planning enforcement officers were aware of the situation. Cllr Ferguson to send her video camera footage to  
               the officer.  It was queried how many vehicles were operating from the site.  Clerk to investigate which local  
               newspaper had been used for advising the amendment to the vehicle operator’s licence. 

   19.25   To receive update from Christmas Tree Working Party representative.  
               Cllr Welbourne advised that a proposed location had been identified for the Elm Christmas tree (in front of the  
               Cemetery Chapel).  Research was being carried out to see if a cherry picker could be located on the ground  
               for installation and whether it would be more advantageous to plant a tree for use year on year.  It was noted  
               that moving forward, trees could also be located in other locations around the parish. (e.g. Fridaybridge and  
               Coldham). 

   20.25   To receive requests from members for items to be included on next agenda. (in addition to those  
                 already noted under agenda items). 

• Restoration of Elm War Memorial. 
 
    21.25  Date of next meeting – It was resolved to confirm that Council’s next meeting would take place on 11th June   
                2025.                            

    22.25  Close of meeting –  The meeting closed at  20.31 pm. 

 

 

Signed ……………………………………….                                 Date ……………………………. 

Elm Parish Council Chair 


