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Elm Parish Council 

Minutes of the Meeting of Elm Parish Council held at the Portacabin, Begdale, Elm on Wednesday 9th April 2025 

commencing at 6.30pm 

[Meetings of the Parish Council may be recorded by the Clerk to aid with minute taking. Any such recording is destroyed 

once the minutes are agreed]. 

Present: Cllrs – Butcher, Dring, Hopkin, Milham, Welbourne (Vice Chair), Pigden, South, District Cllr Roy. 
Mrs L Welbourne – Deputy Clerk.   One member of the public.   
 
It was confirmed that Cllr Welbourne would be acting as Chair for the meeting. 
 
231.24  Apologies – Reported for Cllr Ferguson (Chair), Cllr Cage; Council resolved to accept their reasons for 

absence.   
 
232.24  Members Code of Conduct – The Chair reminded members of the need to submit; via the Clerk; any  
             changes to their Register of Interests information. 

 
233.24  Disclosable interests (pecuniary & non-pecuniary) and requests for dispensation; 
             None disclosed. 

234.24  Open Forum  
 No matters raised.         

235.24  Review and approval of Minutes – Council resolved to approve the minutes of meeting held on 12th  
             March as a true record of proceedings.   

236.24  District Councillor’s Report               
             District Cllr Roy entered the meeting and reported as follows. 
 

1. Ashley Dolling – Environmental Project Officer would like to come and present to PC regarding projects that  
had been discussed around working with the Wildlife Trust to work towards engaging with FEET and Emneth 
PC to create a Nature Reserve along the towpath.  This would include possible projects working with Tower Hall 
to use land at FB into a sensory garden and allotments. There would also be the possibility of funding for a path 
along the Towpath. 
2. Net Zero Funding that was available to place covered cycle racks at Coldham, Friday Bridge and Elm to 
encourage walking and cycling. The bid was for £20,987,85 to supply and fit covered cycle racks. These would 
be supplied by a local company from Christchurch. The Net Zero Villages team had assessed the application 
the deadline was 10 May 2025 to gain written permissions for them to be sited at those locations.  
3. Local Street Pride Elm, Friday Bridge and Coldham inc Rings End would officially be launched on April 27th 
at 10.30am at meeting at the Chequers Public House in Friday Bridge. 
 4. Fly tipping had increased around Friday Bridge. The Rapid Response teams had been called out on a 
number of occasions to deal with large loads that had been dumped. Collectively Street Pride and Street Scene 
had gathered evidence to support covert cameras being placed to catch offenders. Ideally photographic 
evidence would be best. It was reported that offenders had been caught and issued with fines of up to £600.00. 
 5.There are a large number of NOX canisters being dumped around the area. Street pride had collected these 
 to sell them for scrap and donate the money to Friday Bridge school. A collection bin was being considered 
along Friday Bridge Road on private property by a local resident to help with this.  
6.Asbestos incident. FDC Team was aware there had been a huge increase due to older buildings being 
renovated. The trained specialist employed by FDC left and a replacement had been found. The removal was 
imminent.  
7. November 2024 following the Highways Investment request, EPC was consulted and the Clerk submitted 
suggestions to CCC Highways. The response was considered and in December 2024 schemes were approved 
for inclusion in the 2025/2026 budget. Elm had been excluded and it had been asked that they could be looked 
at again in a future programme. 
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8.The deadline to register to vote was Friday 11 April. Postal votes would be going out on Monday 14 April. 
 
237.24 Clerk’s Report – Mrs Welbourne (Deputy Clerk) reported as follows: 

1. Play Area Inspection  - The play inspection would take place in April by RoSPA and we were awaiting the exact 
date. 

2. Change in interest rates – The Barclays Savings account interest rate had reduced to 1.25%. 
3. WW1 Coldham Plinth  - The WW1 memorial plinth had been constructed this week , including the map to mark 

the airfield. 
4. Defib packs - Defib packs which included, a razor, wipes and gloves had been ordered for both units. 
5. Fire escape sign – A sign had been ordered to mark the fire escape in the meeting room of the Begdale 

portacabin. 
6. Book club – Book Club had their third meeting – feedback highly successful – Thanks to Neil and Chrissy for 

locking / unlocking. 
7. A1 signs – A1 signs had designed and quoted £198.00 including installation for each sign at the Towpath. 

Emneth Parish Council were happy in principle. 
8. Vacancy - Cllr Stevensons vacancy was now available to co-opt. 
9. Training - Terry Jordan had been contracted regarding delivering Cllr training – date agreed for 7th May at 6.00 at 

Begdale Portacabin. 
10. Police update – Inspector David Arnold had left Wisbech and Sgt. Lee Lombardo was now managing the team. 
11. Barclays Bank – The updates to the banking mandate had been actioned and appropriate members should be 

receiving log in details. 
12. Internal audit – Details had been received for this year’s internal audit process, Suzanne and Lyn had been 

working through this together. 
13. Year End Accounts – Suzanne had been working on the end of year accounts – these would be ready to be 

signed off at the May meeting. 
14. 25/26 Capital Maintenance – A response had been received regarding the Capital Maintenance program and an 

e-mail had been sent out with an update. 
 

238.24   Financial Matters 

              i.  The Clerk advised the following sums had been received since the last meeting.   

              Cottage rent £800.00; Interest £271.34; Cemetery fees £360.00, Precept £49,386.00.   
              ii.  To resolve to approve expenditure for April 2025 as detailed in the payment schedule below: 
                  Additional payment to Kings’ Lynn drainage board was noted as addendum to agenda. 
 

PAYE DETAIL NET VAT TOTAL 

Diamond-Byte 
New Laptop 

£249.17 £49.83 £299.00 

L Welbourne Cem records, office admin, play 
areas, expenses. 

£1,365.47  £1,365.47 

A1 Signs 
War Memorial Sign 

£65.00 £13.00 £78.00 

Wave Rates £39.36  £39.36 

ICCM 
Membership renewal - Cem 
management 

£105.00  £105.00 

BT Broadband £27.11 £5.42 £32.53 

Tawny Owl  Grounds maintenance £1,638.75  £1,638.75 

S England Clerk's salary £383.37  £383.37 

S England Clerk's expenses £110.19  £110.19 

HMRC  PAYE £111.89  £111.89 

Kings’ Lynn drainage 
board 

Drainage rates £88.78   £88.78 

  £4,184.09 £68.25 £4,252.34 
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It was resolved to approve payment of April invoices included in the payment schedule. 

 

iii. To Resolve and agree budget update for the quarter ended 31/03/25 – It was resolved to approve the 

budget, proposed by Cllr Millham, Seconded by Cllr Butcher. 

 

iv. To resolve and agree bank reconciliation for the quarter ended 31/03/25 – It was resolved to agree bank 

reconciliation for quarter ended 31/03/25 -  Proposed Cllr Millham, Seconded Cllr Butcher. 

 

v. To Resolve on grant request for Speed Watch - £335.99 (including VAT) – It was resolved to approve the 

grant, proposed by Cllr Dring, Seconded by Cllr Millham. 

 

Chairperson …………………………………………… 

 

 

239.24   Correspondence     
 

(i) E-mail – Request for garden allotments see agenda item number 13 – see below 
(ii) Letter – Elm Community Hub Project, letter of thanks for donation – Letter read to Cllrs, it was suggested that 

the community hub could add a just giving link for donations on their website.  Clerk / Deputy Clerk would 
contact Community Hub with suggestion. 

 
240.24  Planning 

F/YR25/0203/VOC – Variation of conditions 2 (materials) 4 (list of approved dwellings) of planning permission 
F/YR24/0934F (Erect 2-story side extension to existing dwelling) to enable a change of roof design at 89 Fridaybridge 
Road Elm Wisbech PE14 0AT –Council resolved to support. 
 
F/YR25/0230/F – Erect a single storey rear extension, and insertion of 1 no side window to existing dwelling at 38 The 
Stitch Friday Bridge Wisbech Cambridgeshire PE14 0HX – Council resolved to support. 
 

241.24   Highways & Footways     
(i) 20 mph Zone Application – To provide update if applicable. 
(ii) LHI Application 24/25 – To provide update if applicable. 
(iii) Results of Capital Highways Maintenance Project 2025/26 
(iv) TTRO 25-469 – Twenty Foot Road, March – 1/4/25-3/4/25, electrical connection 
(v) TTRO 25-413 – Bramble Lane, Elm – 7/4/25-11/4/25, Water connection 
(vi) TTRO – Needham Bank, Friday Bridge – 7/4/25 Meter exchange work 
(vii) TTRO – Maltmas Drove, Friday Bridge – 5/4/25 – 4/4/26 – Footway sealing 
(viii) E-mail received from Cllr Steve Count regarding concerns from a resident of Gosmoor Lane 
(ix) (Addendum) TTRO – 25-783 – Gosmoor Lane – New Gas connection 2/6/25-6/6/25 

 

242.24 To consider ongoing access arrangement for Begdale Car Park 

 It was resolved to keep the main entrance gate on pedestrian access only, apart from when the Portacabin is 

in use.  It was agreed evidence had been presented that this had reduced ASB incidents. 

                
243.24   To consider requests for garden allotments (a duty). 

It was confirmed that Cllr Roy had identified a possible allotment site on the Tower Hall site.  This was being 
looked into further and additional updates would be provided when more information was available.   To be 
carried forward to future meeting. 

 
244.24   To Resolve on setting up a working party for the Parish Christmas Tree. 

 It was resolved that the working party would consist of Cllrs South, Welbourne, Butcher and Milham. Cllrs 
would  liaise and report back with information obtained.        
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245.24  To consider issues relating to streetlighting: resolve appropriately (Cllr Milham requested) 

It was confirmed that issues relating to streetlighting had been reported outside the parish.  Members confirmed 
that they had received complaints from parishioners within the villages.  Cllr resolved to contact Gary Edwards 
at FDC to express concern and obtain an update. 
 

246.24  To receive update on bus shelter project and resolve appropriately 
Cllrs confirmed that moving the bus stop location to the land on Birch Grove, Friday Bridge side of the turning 
should be investigated; avoiding the flooded part of the road currently near the bus stop.  Further quotations 
should be obtained for the bus shelter in the proposed location in Friday Bridge. 

 
 
247.24   To receive requests from members for items to be included on next agenda 

1. CCTV – CCTV to be installed into Bedgate Playing Field car park to deter fly tipping and vandalism. 
                                                                   
248.24   To confirm date of next Parish Council meeting  
              Resolved to confirm - next Parish Council meeting would be held on Wednesday 14th  
              May 2025 commencing on conclusion of the Annual Parish Meeting (which would be commencing at 6.30pm). 
 
249.24   To resolve to enter closed session in order to consider the following agenda items on the grounds of  
               confidentiality by virtue of; The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s.1(2).    
               19.30pm – it was resolved to enter closed session. 
 
250.24   The Leam, further update reference fencing and boundary (confidential due to contractual reasons) 
              Update provided 
 
251.24    To resolve on signing arrangement of Deputy Clerk’s contract of employment (confidential due to  
               consideration of personal data) 
               It was resolved to accept terms of contract for deputy clerk.  
 
252.24   To provide update on matters relating to Towpath (confidential due to legal considerations) 
              Council discussed that subject; Mrs Welbourne was requested to make additional investigations and report 
              back at the next meeting. 
 

253.24 19.44pm It was resolved to close the closed session 
                            

254.24   Close of meeting –  The meeting closed at  19.45pm. 

 

Signed ……………………………………….                                 Date ……………………………. 

Elm Parish Council Chair 


