Elm Parish Council

Clerk: Suzanne England
Church Lodge, Church Lane, Tydd St Giles, Wisbech, PE13 5LA
Tel: 07471 235906 Email: clerk@elm-pc.org.uk

Minutes of the meeting of EIm Parish Council
held remotely on Thursday 11 February 2021
commencing at 6.30pm

Meetings of the Parish Council are recorded by the Clerk to aid the Clerk with minute taking.
The recording is destroyed once the minutes are agreed.

Present: ClIrs, Butcher, Cotterell, Feaviour, Ferguson (Acting Chairman), Griffiths, Hopkin, Milham, and Welbourne.
District Councillor Sutton, C Vale (co-option candidate), Locum Clerk; D Gibbs, Parish Clerk; S England

A public forum did not take place as no members of the public were present at the meeting.

24/21 | Apologies for Absence
Apologies and a reason for absence were reported for Councillor Cotterell, Council resolved to accept the reason for absence.
Apologies were reported for Clir Dalliday.
2521 | Members Code of Conduct
The Chair reminded members of the need to submit to the Monitoring Officer at Fenland District Council, via the Parish Clerk, any
changes to the content of their Register of Member Interests forms.
26/21 | To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest regarding items on the agenda
Members of the Council are subject to the Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interest) Regulations 2012. Members were
reminded that all dispensation requests must be made to the Clerk prior to the meeting and that unless the member has obtained a
dispensation, he or she cannot discuss or vote on the matter and must leave the room whilst the matter is being debated or voted on.
ClIr Griffiths advised his interest in agenda items relating to tenders submitted by Idverde and confirmed that he would leave the meeting
whilst these items were being considered.
CliIr Butcher advised his interest in agenda item 44/21 and confirmed that he would leave the meeting whilst the item was being
considered.
To receive Declarations of Non-Disclosable Pecuniary Interest or a Non-Pecuniary Interest
No declarations submitted.
27/21 | Minutes of Previous Meetings
It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 7 January 2021 be approved as a correct record of the meeting.
28/21 | Membership of the Council
The Clerk advised that she had been contacted by a person expressing their interest in being co-opted on to the Council. Further
information to be sought and subject to be considered at the March meeting.
29/21 | Police Matters
1. No report submitted from the local policing team.
2. Other matters —
Clir Griffiths advised his attendance at the latest monthly Police/Council meeting and reported as follows;
e 16 incidents involving criminal activity had occurred during recent weeks.
e There had been an increase in the number of financial scams circulating connected to Covid and online
romance/dating.
o Theissue of vehicles travelling at excess speed in the parish was discussed. The police encouraged parishioners to
record vehicle registration numbers of habitual offenders and report to the local police team.
30/21 | District and County Councillor Reports

District Councillor Sutton reported as follows;

o  Further to anti-social activities taking place at Strathmore House, it was understood that a S215 Notice had been issued.

e  The County Council element of Council Tax would be increasing by 2.99% for 2021-22. The maximum increase would have
been limited to 4.99%.

e Requests for jetting drains in Birch Grove and Limes Avenue had been chased but a date was yet to be confirmed.

o Arequest for the County Council to take 50% responsibility for maintenance of the drainage ditch located at the south end of
Birch Grove had been followed up. A proposal had also been submitted for Hundred of Wisbech to take responsibility for the
ditch but there was no guarantee that this would be approved.
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ClIr Milham reported that drains were blocked along Gosmoor Lane, causing significant prolonged flooding along each side of the route.
The Clerk confirmed that she would report the matter to Highways.

31/21

Clerk’s Report
The Clerk advised as follows;

e  Confirmation had been received from the District Council of total S106 funds remaining for the benefit of EIm and Friday
Bridge. Elm - £7054.12, Council confirmed that they would like to investigate the possibility of using the fund for new safety
surfaces in Elm play area. Friday Bridge - £3249.16, Council confirmed their wish for the fund to be used towards new fencing
on the boundary of Tower Hall and Maltmas playing field.

e  Exchanges of correspondence with Wave (water supplier) concerning supply at the EIm Cemetery site was ongoing.

e Tree works at The Leam were due to be undertaken on 25t and 26" February. The tree surgeon would be notifying
homeowners and including his contact telephone number should anyone wish to raise any queries prior to work commencing.

e Aftree survey covering the whole parish was due to be undertaken on 6t and 7t March, in accordance with risk assessment
measures defined by council’s insurers.

e Locks at the Cemetery Chapel and adjacent garage had been changed in order to provide access. The Clerk had met with the
architect appointed to work on designs for conversion of the building. Councillors asked for the following points to be
considered in relation to the new design;

o Preference for the creation of three bedrooms.

o Demolition of the existing garage could be considered if appropriate.

o Footprint of the building could be extended.

o Retention of as many features as possible, windows for example.
It had also been discovered that a large quantity of documents was being stored in the Chapel. The Clerk advised that these
would require sorting and; where appropriate; archiving.

o Atleast six volunteers had expressed their interest in assisting with the formation of a new Speedwatch group. Training was
currently not possible due to Covid restrictions but Councillors confirmed their support for getting the new group up and
running when circumstances would allow. Clir Vale expressed her wish to become a Speedwatch member; contact details to
be forwarded to the co-ordinator.

e  Confirmation of changes to Council’s bank mandate had been received and it was hoped that online banking could be set up
before the March meeting.

e Asbestos sheeting located on the Canal Towpath was due to be collected by the appointed contractor; Clir Feaviour confirmed
that he would advise the Clerk when removal had been completed.

32/21

Financial Matters
1. To note sums received since last meeting.
The Clerk advised receipts as follows; Burial fees £1955.50, Cemetery Cottage rent £650.00, Barclays interest £0.85.
2. To approve expenditure for February 2021.

Schedule of accounts for payment 11 February 2021:

PAYEE DETAIL NET VAT TOTAL
Wave Water Water Rates - Cem. Site £660.90 £660.90
Idverde Ltd Grounds maint. Dec 20 & Jan 21 £2,290.80 £458.16 £2,748.96
Anglia Locksmiths Remove old & fit new locks £155.00 £31.00 £186.00
Turner Contracting Asbestos removal £250.00 £50.00 £300.00
Mrs S England Clerk's Salary £1,200.26 £1,200.26
Mrs S England Clerk's Expenses £399.20 £17.50 £416.70
(inc. drainage rates £69.26)
HMRC Tax & NI - Month 11 £137.02 £137.02
Nest Pension Contr. 6/1-5/2 £128.68 £128.68
Nest Pension Contr. 6/2-5/3 £92.52 £92.52
‘ £5,314.38 £556.66 £5,871.04

Council resolved to approve the payments as scheduled for February 2021.
Chairman ........cccoooiiiiiiiieee,

3. Toresolve on tenders received for improvements to Coldham lay-by.
7.05 pm ClIr Griffiths declared his interest and left the meeting temporarily.




The Clerk advised a number of queries had arisen concerning the specification for bollards to be used as part of the project. To
ensure fairness, it was resolved for the Clerk to provide a precise specification for the bollards, inviting contractors to re-submit
their tender. Item deferred to March meeting.

4. To resolve on tenders received for new fencing to be installed on the boundary of Tower Hall car park and Friday Bridge
playing field.
Council considered four submission received; it was resolved to accept a tender of £3150.00 + VAT for the fencing project.
7.15 pm ClIr Griffiths re-joined the meeting.

5. Toresolve on tenders received for an extension to burial facilities at Elm Cemetery.
Council considered two submissions received; it was resolved to accept a tender of £2290.00 + VAT for the cemetery
extension project.

6. To resolve on quotation received for reduction of height and width of cemetery boundary hedges.
It was resolved to accept a quotation of £2640.00 + VAT for reduction of height and width of the cemetery hedges. According
to Financial Regulations, as the work was considered an extension to Council's maintenance contract, this removed the
requirement to seek further quotes.

7. To resolve on quotation received for relocating and re-charging the MVA sign on a monthly basis.
Council resolved to accept a quote of £33.00 per relocation and re-charge of the MVA sign.

8. To resolve on purchase of additional dog waste bin to be installed along the Canal Towpath (to be maintained by F.E.E.T.)
Council resolved to purchase an additional dog waste bin at a cost of £271.98.

9. To resolve on quotation received for play area and cemetery signage.
Council resolved to accept a quote of £70.00 + VAT for new cemetery signage.
Council resolved to accept a quote of £277.00 + VAT for new play area signage.

10. To resolve on quotation received for installation/repair of exterior lighting at portacabin in Begdale.
Item deferred; Clerk due to meet with electrician during following week.

33121 Correspondence;
For comment/resolution;

1. FDC Elections — Request for use of portacabin as polling station, H&S checks to be undertaken.
The Clerk advised, the District Council had requested photographic evidence and risk assessment information which would
permit use of the premises as a Polling Station. It was resolved for the Clerk to make the necessary arrangements in order to
ensure compliance.

2. FDC Member Services — Request for flooding issues data.
The Clerk advised she had received a request from Member Services for flooding issues data which would assist with an
intelligence picture being formed by key agencies in order to minimise future flood episodes. The deadline for a response was
11t February, the Clerk confirmed that a report had been submitted including information relating to Maintenance of road
gullies and flooding issues which had occurred in Birch Grove, Limes Avenue and a lane leading off Wales Bank.
A further issue was reported concerning a problem with power supply along Wales Bank. The Clerk was requested to
undertake a Land Registry search in order to identify the owners of land on which the power infrastructure was located.

3. Parishioner letter — Request for width restriction measures , Main Road, EIm.
Details of the letter were reported to Council raising concerns relating to highway safety along Main Road, EIm and the
significant number of HGV's using the route. Details of any applications submitted by the Parish for width restrictions along the
route were also requested. Councillors confirmed that they shared the concerns raised in the letter, it was resolved for the
Clerk to respond appropriately.

For information purposes;
The Clerk confirmed that the following information had been uploaded to Council’s website and also to the Facebook platform where
appropriate.

1. FDC - Temporary closure of Wisbech Minor Injuries Unit update (see website)

2. FDC - Recycling activities to try at home (see website)

3. FDC - Details of new Covid Business Grant Scheme (see website)

4. Census.gov.uk — Introduction to 2021 Census (see website)

5. Cambs CC - Covid update (see website)

6. Highways England — Improvement works on A47 at Guyhirn update (see website)

7. VILLAGE SURVEY - possible use of EIm Church as a community venue (see website)

8. FDC - Reminder to apply for Covid business grants (see website)

34/21 | Planning Applications

F/YR21/0052/LB - Works to a listed building involving conversion of farm outbuildings and stables into 4 dwellings (1 x 2-storey 3-bed,
2 x single storey 3-bed and 1 x single-storey 2-bed) involving partial demolition of existing buildings. Renovation of existing farmhouse -
Needham Lodge Farm, Needham Bank, Friday Bridge, PE14 OLH.

Also, in conjunction with the above Listed Building Consent, F/YR21/0051/F - Details as outlined above.

Council resolved not to raise any objections in respect of applications ref. YR21/0051 and YR21/0052.




F/YR20/0940/F - Revised proposals (Noise Management Plan, new lighting bollards) — Change of use of land for use as a public house
car park involving formation of hardstanding, erection of boundary fencing and acoustic fencing and siting of storage container — Land
west of The Sportsman, Main Road, Elm.

Council resolved to support revised proposals submitted under application YR20/0940.

FIYR21/0067/F — Single storey rear extension to dwelling — The Langham, Begdale Road, Elm, PE14 OBE.

Council resolved to raise no objection to application ref. YR21/0067.

In addition to items included on the agenda (details circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting);

FIYR21/0068/F — Detached studio and glasshouse at, The Bantam House, 192 Fridaybridge Road, Elm, PE14 0AU.
Council resolved to raise no objection to application ref. YR21/0068.

FIYR21/0093/F — Single storey rear extension to existing dwelling at, Shaunville, Well End, Friday Bridge, PE14 0HQ.
Council resolved to raise no objection to application ref. YR21/0093.

In addition;

The Clerk was requested to contact FDC Planning Department concemning activities at Redmoor House, located at the junction of
Fridaybridge Road with Wales Bank. It was reported that industrial metal gates had been installed at the main entrance, a significant
number of trees had been felled and a large quantity of aggregate had been dumped across the secondary gateway in Wales Bank.

35/21

Highways & Footways
Update on outstanding matters;

e Elm Low Road junction with Main Road, safety concerns — Members discussed various options for improving safety at the
junction including; cutting back the hedge adjacent to the junction (Clir Welbourne advised he had spoken to the property
owner concerning the subject), removal of ivy from telegraph pole, re-painting road markings and improved signage. Other
suggestions included; installation of traffic lights or a mini-roundabout and the creation of a one-way system but it was
questioned if these were viable both practically and/or financially.

Clir Sutton confirmed that he was pressing the Highways Officer and Safety Audit Team for a meeting to be arranged in order
to discuss options for improving safety at the location.

o A47 Improvement works, Guyhirn — The Clerk advised that preliminary work to remove vegetation was due to commence on
15t February and construction would take place between April and October 2021. Road closures would be required at key
stages but restricted to night time between 8 pm and 6 am. Dates of closures would be publicised via roadside notices, leaflet
distribution and email updates to Parish Councils for upload to websites and social media platforms. Questions concerning the
project could be raised through Highways England Customer Contact — A47guyhirnjunctionRIS@highwaysengland.co.uk or,
tel. 0300 123 5000.

e  Sycamore Tree, Halfpenny Lane — The Fenland Tree Officer had advised that there was an option under the Highways Act &
Miscellaneous Provisions to enforce work to be undertaken on a tree of there was an imminent risk of danger.

Council resolved for the Clerk to make arrangements for the tree to be inspected.

e Halfpenny Lane (A47 end) - Clir Feaviour reported that a local farmer had undertaken substantial clearance work on the right
of Way, as a result the route was much improved. Vegetation in the adjacent dyke still required flailing, the Clerk confirmed
that she would update Mark Peck, CCC Rights of Way Officer and make a request for County Contractors to complete the
work once ground conditions permitted. It was resolved for the Clerk to send a letter of thanks to the parishioner who had
undertaken the majority of the maintenance work.

To report any new matters;

e Local Highways Improvement Initiative 2021/22 — The Clerk confirmed receipt of the Project Feasibility Summary from
Highways concerning the Parish Council’s request for options to address speeding issues between Elm and Friday Bridge.
Build-out/chicanes were identified as the only suitable option (subject to confirmation of the results of speed and traffic flow
surveys). Council resolved to accept the recommendations; .the Clerk confirmed that she would attend the Highways
Improvement Panel meeting on 1st March during which the proposals would be considered.

36/21

Policies & Procedures — To approve and adopt;
1. Model Publication Scheme (as required by The Freedom of Information Act 2000)
Council resolved to adopt the Model Publication Scheme as drafted.
2. Document Retention Policy (as required by the Freedom of Information Act 2000)
Item deferred pending completion of the policy.

37/21

Clerk & Councillor Training
1. Cemetery Management — Council resolved to authorise the Clerk to undertake the CAPALC course in Cemetery Management
ata cost of £120.
2. Councillor Training — Councillors Butcher, Feaviour, Ferguson, Griffiths, Milham, Vale & Welbourne expressed their wish to
attend Councillor training; Council resolved for them to do so at a cost of £75 per person.

38/21

Streetlighting
Garry Edwards (FDC Engineering Manager) had acknowledged receipt of additional streetlight testing data submitted but advised
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essential information was still missing; including details required to calculate energy billing. He advised that an additional data collection
exercise would need to be undertaken and a quote was being sought from District contractors for the work to be carried out.

39/21 | Caravans occupying land at junction of Newbridge Lane and A47.
It was reported that a number of caravans had moved onto an area of land lying to the right of entrance to the official Newbridge Lane
Travellers’ Site; it appeared that a stable block had also been constructed. The Clerk was requested to report the situation to FDC
Planning and David Bailey (FDC Travellers Officer), Clir Sutton confirmed that he would also raise the matter.

40/21 | To receive requests from Members for items to be included on the next Agenda
No requests put forward.

41/21 | Toresolve on date and format of next meeting
It was resolved for Council’s next meeting to be held via Zoom at 6.30pm on Thursday 11 March 2021.

42/21 | Toresolve to enter closed session in order to consider the following agenda items on the grounds of confidentiality. By virtue
of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 1 (2)
9.05 pm - It was resolved to enter closed session.

43/21 | Legal matters associated with alleged breach of planning legislation
The Clerk provided an update to Members; Council resolved for the Clerk; in conjunction with Emneth Parish Council; to write a letter to
an individual connected to the alleged breach. Council further resolved to authorise Clirs Feaviour and Ferguson to attend a meeting
with representatives from Emneth Parish Council in order to discuss the situation, should it become necessary.

44/21 | Employment Tribunal
9.20 pm ClIr Butcher left the meeting.
The Clerk provided an update to Members. It was resolved to authorise the Clerk to act as Council's representative at the tribunal.
It was resolved to authorise the Clerk to confirm Council’'s acceptance of any settlement decision according to guidance provided by the
acting barrister.

4521 | Close of Meeting
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm.

Signed ....ooviii Date .oooveeeeeiiieee e,

Elm Parish Council Chairman




