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Elm Parish Council 

Minutes of the Meeting of Elm Parish Council held at the Portacabin, Begdale, Elm on Wednesday 12th March 

2025 commencing at 6.30pm 

[Meetings of the Parish Council may be recorded by the Clerk to aid with minute taking. Any such recording is destroyed 

once the minutes are agreed]. 

Present: Cllrs – Butcher, Dring, Ferguson (Chair), Goodley, Milham, Welbourne, Cage, Pigden, District Cllr Roy. 
Mrs L Welbourne – Admin Assistant.   Two members of the public.   
 

211.24  Apologies – Reported for Cllr Hopkin; Council resolved to accept her reason for absence.   
 
212.24 To Elect a Vice Chairman – It was resolved to elect Cllr Welbourne as Vice Chairman, Proposed by Cllr  

Ferguson, Seconded by Cllr Milham. 
           
213.24  Members Code of Conduct – The Chair reminded members of the need to submit; via the Clerk; any  
             changes to their Register of Interests information. 

214.24  Disclosable interests (pecuniary & non-pecuniary) and requests for dispensation; 
             None disclosed. 

215.24  Open Forum  
 No matters raised.         

216.24  Review and approval of Minutes – Council resolved to approve the minutes of meeting held on 12th  
             February as a true record of proceedings.   

217.24  District Councillor’s Report               
             District Cllr Roy entered the meeting and reported as follows. 

Biomarsh – It was confirmed that complaints regarding Biomarsh continued, and incidents had been reported of 
vehicles being run off the road by Biomarsh lorries.  Cllr Roy had taken advice, and a meeting had been 
arranged with Biomarsh.  The possibility of opening Newbridge Lane to the A47 was also being considered. 
Strathmore House – The case for non-compliance with S215 Notice had been served.  The owner did not 
attend court for the second time and the Court proceeded in his absence.  He was fined £660.00, with £800.00 
costs and a victim surcharge of £264.00.  The owner was to be written to giving 6 weeks to comply. 
99 Fridaybridge Road – It was confirmed that no response had been received from the Assistant Director on 
potential court action. 
Street Pride – It was confirmed that Elm, Friday Bridge and Coldham Street Pride group had been set up and 
constituted.  Funding was available around the villages and several projects were being explored including 
Surface repairs at Friday Bridge park, Allotments, Sensory Garden and bike racks. 
Speedwatch – It was confirmed that Speedwatch would continue with new handheld devices available for 
around £300.00 each.  Speeders would get three letters before a visit, and there was a possibility to join with 
Murrow Speedwatch to simultaneously do a Speedwatch at Friday Bridge and Elm.  Mr Andy Clarke (member 
of the public) agreed to fund one of the handheld devices and would liaise with Cllr Roy regarding this. 
Operation Yes – It was confirmed that an operation had been set up to tackle antisocial behaviour.  It was run 
by the police and hoped to guide youths along the right path. 
Elm Community hub. – Elm Community Hub had been constituted and S106 funds had been paid directly to the 
new bank account.  It was confirmed that the grant from Elm Parish Council had been received. 
 

218.24   Clerk’s Report – Mrs Welbourne (Admin Assistant) reported as follows.  
1. Dog Fouling – An update had been received from Samantha Kraus (FDC Street Scene Officer) regarding dog 

fouling in Elm. Samantha was visiting the area on her return from holiday.  I had asked if she could also assess 
Friday Bridge after reported incidents.  It was confirmed by Cllr Milham that stickers had been placed around 
the village.  
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2. Clerk’s Training – It was confirmed that Mrs Welbourne had completed both days of her Clerk’s training and this 
was now complete. 

3. Barclays Mandate – All new signatories had now completed the Barclays Signing mandate and this would now 
be sent to Barclays for processing. 

4. Training – Training had been scheduled for when Mrs England returned from annual leave to look at accounting 
software packages for Scribe and Epitaph. 

5. Heaters – It was confirmed that L Green Electrical had replaced the old heaters in the hallway and main 
meeting room and added an additional heater in the lady’s toilet. 

6. Community Transport – Posters had been placed in all four notice boards regarding the FACT Community 
transport covering the Fenland Area. 

7. Book Club– Book Club had completed a second successful meeting at the Begdale Portacabin, and a further 
meeting was booked for the 27th March. 

8. Repairs – The damaged bollard around the Elm War Memorial had been repaired and CCTV from the 
Sportsman Pub only showed a small white car, but not any registration number. 

9. Fencing – Repairs had taken place at the entrance to Friday Bridge Park.  The chain link fencing had been                     
fully fixed, and caps had been added to the top of the gate posts. 

10. It was confirmed that the interest rate on the NS&I savings account had decreased to 3.3%. 
11. Community Hub – It was confirmed that the grant of £450.00 had been paid to the Community Hub Project bank 

account. 
12. The Leam – Adam Cobb (Cambs CC) had been chased for an update regarding fencing at The Leam – Admin 

Assistant will continue to chase. 
13. It was confirmed that due to Data Protection Cllrs must use their Elm PC e-mail address going forward.  The 

only item that could be sent to a personal address would be the agenda. 
14. Bus Shelters – A quote had been received from Westcotec for the Elm Bus Shelter, an additional quote would 

be sought from Cambs CC.  It was advised that a perch seat would be preferable to avoid antisocial behaviour 
and vandalism. 

15. Car Park – Further investigation would be needed regarding the Begdale Playing field car park and Pro-edge 
(original installers) would be contacted to seek advice regarding damage and drainage. 

16. Cllr Resignation - Cllr Stevenson’s resignation had been forward to the elections team at FDC who had dealt 
with the process.  The date at which we could co-opt unless there was an election would be 17th March. 

17. Begdale Playing field gates – It was confirmed that there had not been any further reported incidents at Begdale 
Playing field and that keeping the gates on pedestrian access only had reduced dog fouling and anti-social 
behaviour. 

 

219.24   Financial Matters 

              i.  The Clerk advised the following sums had been received since the last meeting.   

              Cottage rent £800.00; Interest £258.61; Cemetery fees £810.00.   
              ii. To Approve grant for the sum of £200.00 for the purchase of plants for the planters adjacent to Elm village 
                  sign. – It was resolved the approve the grant. 
              ii.  To resolve to approve expenditure for March 2025 as detailed in the payment schedule below: 
 

PAYEE DETAIL NET VAT TOTAL 

Tawny Owl Repairs to Friday Bridge fencing 
and bollard around war memorial 

£240.00  £240.00 

Tawny Owl Repairs to Elm play area £45.00  £45.00 

L Welbourne 
Cem records, office admin, play 
areas, expenses. 

£1,178.86  £1,178.86 

Elm Community Hub Grant £450.00  £450.00 

L Green Electrical New portacabin Heaters £950.00 £190.00 £1,140.00 

BT Broadband £27.11 £5.42 £32.53 

S England Clerk's salary £1,007.75  £1,007.75 

S England Clerk's expenses £120.70  £120.70 

HMRC  PAYE £261.91  £261.91 
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Nest Pension contr's £69.14   £69.14 

  £4,350.47 £195.42 £4,545.89 

It was resolved to approve payment of March invoices included in the payment schedule. 

 

Chairperson …………………………………………… 

 

 

220.24   Correspondence     
i. Email – FEET had requested signage (relating to litter and clearing up after dogs) to be installed to the 
Towpath.  It was resolved to approve signage subject to Emneth PC’s approval and agreement to cover half of 
the costs. 

               
221.24  Planning 

F/YR25/0128/RM – Reserved Matters application relating to detailed matters of appearance, landscaping, 
layout and scale pursuant to outline permission APP/D0515/W/22/3310893, relating to application – It was 
resolved that no further comment was to be made on the application. 

 
222.24   Highways & Footways     
              (i)     20 mph zone application – To provide update if applicable – Nothing further to report. 
              (ii)    LHI application 2024/25 – No further update received. 

 

223.24 To set dates for Cemetery visit in order to consider extension of beams and working party clean up 

event – proposed date 6pm 16th April. 

Council resolved to agree to the time and date subject to dry weather. 

                
224.24   To resolve to approve map design of Coldham WW1 memorial plinth.    
              It was resolved to proceed with the Ordnance Survey style map as per the proof provided by A1 signs. 
 
225.24   To receive requests from members for items to be included on next agenda 

1. Streetlighting – New lamps were not as bright as the old style and residents were feeling vulnerable. 
2. Signage for the Towpath – To investigate further styles and costs involved for signage. 

 3. Application for Speedwatch grant money.  Seek application details from District Cllr Roy. 
 4. Begdale car park surface area – To investigate drainage and materials appropriate for repairs. 
                                                                   
226.24   To confirm date of next Parish Council meeting  
              Resolved to confirm - next Parish Council meeting would be held at 6.30pm on Wednesday 9th  
              April 2025. 
 
227.24   To resolve to enter closed session in order to consider the following agenda items on the grounds of  
               confidentiality by virtue of; The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s.1(2).    
               19.20pm – it was resolved to enter closed session. 
 
228.24   To consider matters relating to the Towpath (confidential due to discussion of legal matters) 

 Council discussed the subject, Mrs Welbourne was requested to make further investigations and report back at  
 the next meeting. 

 
229.24 19.30pm It was resolved to close the closed session 
                            
230.24   Close of meeting –  The meeting closed at  19.31pm. 

 

Signed ……………………………………….                                 Date ……………………………. 

Elm Parish Council Chair 


