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Elm Parish Council 

Minutes of the Meeting of Elm Parish Council held at the Portacabin, Begdale, Elm on Wednesday 12th February 

2025 commencing at 6.30pm 

[Meetings of the Parish Council may be recorded by the Clerk to aid with minute taking. Any such recording is destroyed once the 

minutes are agreed]. 

Present: Cllrs – Dring, Ferguson (Chair), Goodley, Hopkin, Milham, Welbourne, Cage, Pigden, South (co-opted during 
meeting),  District Cllr Roy. 
Mrs S England – Parish Clerk, Mrs L Welbourne – Admin Assistant.   One member of the public.   
 

188.24  Apologies – Reported for Cllr Stevenson; Council resolved to accept his reasons  
             for absence.   
           
189.24  Members Code of Conduct – The Chair reminded members of the need to submit; via the Clerk; any  
             changes to their Register of Interests information. 

190.24  Disclosable interests (pecuniary & non-pecuniary) and requests for dispensation; 
             None disclosed. 

191.24  Open Forum  
 No matters raised.         

192.24  Review and approval of Minutes – Council resolved to approve the minutes of meeting held on 8th  
             January as a true record of proceedings.   

193.24  To resolve on co-option of candidate for membership of Council 
             (Letter of introduction circulated to Members prior to meeting).  It was resolved to co-opt Mr Tristan South  
             onto the Parish Council (proposed Cllr Milham, seconded Cllr Cage).  Cllr Ferguson welcomed Cllr South to  
             Council and invited him to join Members at the table. 
 
194.24  Police matters – It was confirmed that the PC/Police monthly meetings were no longer being scheduled and
 this item would be removed from future agendas. 
 
195.24  District Councillor’s Report               
            District Cllr Roy entered the meeting and reported as follows; 

Biomarsh – It was confirmed that there had been ongoing incidents with Biomarsh vehicles breaking down, 
damaging road surfaces and movements at unsociable hours.  Cllr Roy is liaising with highways regarding the 
road condition and potholes and has arranged a further meeting with Biomarsh with all welcome to attend. 
Friday Bridge Park surface – It was confirmed that FDC was not responsible for the safety surface area.  Cllr 
Roy was looking at alternative funding that could be available and would provide an additional update in due 
course. 
The Towpath - A meeting had taken place with Ashley Dolling (FDC Environmental Projects) to consider 
funding which may be available for the benefit of the Towpath and other suitable sites; the Wildlife Trust had 
also indicated its support for the area.  The Rotary Club had funded Crocus bulbs to be planted along the 
Towpath. 
Street Pride – A new Street Pride committee had officially been set up to manage funds and projects; next 
meeting due to be held, 25th February 5.30pm at Tower Hall. 
Section 106 funds – An enquiry had been raised with FDC to establish details of remaining S106 funds held for 
the benefit of Elm Parish. 
Birch Grove Flooding – A meeting had taken place with the Flood Resilience Team. Further investigation is 
needed regarding the drain that runs under Birch Grive to 11 Fridaybridge Road; subject to be carried forward. 
Smaller Groups Funding – Funds were available to smaller groups of 4-5 people who need additional support.  
Cllr Roy had asked for suggestions of groups. 
Local Elections – Local Elections would be taking place in May, a reminder that the deadline to register was 
voting is April 11th, Postal Vote April 14th and Proxy vote is April 23rd. 
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New Bridge Lane – Cllr Roy confirmed that two extra pitches on New Bridge Lane were for four caravans each 
and are on the existing land with an extra toilet block.  These were for use by the transient community; access 
rights also to be investigated. 
Golden Age Fair, Tower Hall – A fair took place Monday 10th February, attendance exceeded expectations with 
approximately 150 people from the wider community as well as Friday Bridge and Elm. 
Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report – Cllrs were reminded of the importance to respond to a consultation in 
respect of the report; closing date 25th February 2025. 
Affordable Housing – The government’s plan for affordable housing in rural areas was an additional 8300 
homes to be built. The council would be given greater powers to use empty houses, and this could bring 
changes to planning applications. 
Policing Matters – Amanda Large had left her role and Julie Clark taken over.  Julie would be responsible for 
speed watch, neighbourhood issues, parking.  There would be a meeting next month in Huntingdon HQ to 
discuss matters. 
Strathmore House – It was confirmed that enforcement notices were in progress, however youths were still 
entering the site. Cllr Roy to check compliance date. 
Cllr Goodley advised that fly tipped rubbish had still not been cleared from Kirkhams Lane; Cllr Roy confirmed 
he would chase the matter. 

         
196.24   Clerk’s Report – The Clerk reported as follows;  
              1.  Friday Bridge play area surfacing – Reply received from FDC to confirm they are not responsible.  

2. Begdale Road – Further to Cllr Roy’s communication with CCC Highways Officer concerning the condition of       
Redmoor Lane/Bank it was suggested that council may wish to highlight similar issues relating to Begdale 
Road.  Further discussion to take place under the Biomarsh Agenda item (14). 
3. World War I plaque – A meeting would be held with A1 Signs to discuss how a map of the airfield site could 

be incorporated into the plinth. It was hoped that work would commence by the end of March. 
4. Council Vacancy – A further vacancy was available for co-option due to the disqualification of Cllr S 

Johnson. 
5. Book Club – First meeting had been held.  Peter was pleased with the turnout of 6-7 people: further meeting 

to be held last Thursday of each month. 
6. Street Lighting – Three broken streetlights reported in The Stitch; Clerk to report to FDC. 
7. Road Signage – Two broken signs reported along the B1101; Clerk to report to CCC Highways. 
8. Street Light Upgrade Project – Clerk continued to chase for an update on the outstanding works. 
 
The Clerk invited Mrs Welbourne (Admin Assistant) to report on ongoing projects. 
 
9. Friday Bridge Fencing (Leading from Tower Hall to playing field) Repairs to chain link fencing had been 

scheduled. 
10. Scribe Cemetery project - Progressing well but will not be completed by the end of the financial year due to 
the number of issues arising. 
11.Scribe Accounts Software – Demonstration of software scheduled to assess if software would be suitable for 
council’s needs. 
12. Cemetery – Positive feedback had been received concerning standard of grounds maintenance; this had led 
to a number of enquiries concerning plot reservation. The subject of extending the Southern Side would need to 
be considered in the near future. Date to be set for members to visit the site. 
13. Mrs Welbourne confirmed she had completed one day’s training and confirmed she would complete the 
training on Saturday 15th February. 
14. Cemetery Chapel – It was confirmed that a sum had been included in the 25/26 budget for maintenance 
repairs to be undertaken.  Members were asked if they had any thoughts relating to future use of the structure; 
subject to be carried forward to April agenda. 

 
197.24   Financial Matters 

              i.  The Clerk advised the following sums had been received since the last meeting;   

              Cottage rent £800.00; Interest £286.32; Cemetery fees £5015.00.   
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              ii.  To resolve to approve expenditure for February 2025 as detailed in the payment schedule below; 
 

PAYEE DETAIL NET VAT TOTAL 

L Welbourne Cem records, office admin, play 
areas, expenses. 

£1,147.33  £1,147.33 

Tawny Owl 
Grounds Maint (Cem hedges, 
MVAS & play area repairs) £1,543.00  £1,543.00 

CAPALC Clerk's training £120.00  £120.00 

Cambs ACRE Annual Sub 2025 £60.00 £12.00 £72.00 

D Clark Builder Repairs to office wall £230.00  £230.00 

Anglia Locksmiths Lock mechanism, portacabin £95.99 £19.20 £115.19 

FDC Cemetery skips £192.24  £192.24 

BT Broadband £27.11 £5.42 £32.53 

Wave Water rates - portacabin £20.45  £20.45 

S England Clerk's salary £1,251.69  £1,251.69 

S England 
Clerk's expenses (including office 
cabinet) 

£421.73 £47.97 £469.70 

HMRC  PAYE M10 £249.68  £249.68 

Nest Pension contr's £112.19   £112.19 

  £5,471.41 £84.59 £5,556.00 

 

 It was resolved to approve payment of February invoices included in the payment schedule. 

 

Chairperson …………………………………………… 

 

 

iii.  To resolve on quotation received for installation of two replacement heaters and one new heater at the 

portacabin; £950 + VAT.  Council resolved to accept the quotation received from L Green Electrical. 

iv.  To resolve on update to Bank Signing Mandate.  Council resolved to add Cllrs Dring and Pigden to the 

signing mandate and Mrs Welbourne as an unauthorised signatory. 

 

198.24   Correspondence     
i. Email – FEET had requested signage (relating to litter and clearing up after dogs) to be installed to the 
Towpath.  Clerk to liaise with Emneth PC concerning the subject. 
ii Email – Parishioner complaint received concerning dog fouling in Birch Grove, Ingle Road and Henry Warby 
Avenue.  Agreed that multiple bins are available in these areas, but additional bin could possibly be installed on 
green area near The Dale in Begdale Road.  Clerk to investigate and also contact Street Scene officer at FDC 
to seek guidance. 

               
199.24   Planning 
                F/YR25/0006/F – 1 x self-build dwelling at; land south of Creek Farm, Coldham Bank -  Council resolved to support. 

  F/YR210852O (Revised Proposals) – Construction of up to 102 x dwellings, community museum, sports changing                
facilities at; Friday Bridge Agricultural Camp, 173 March Road, Friday Bridge. – Council resolved to maintain its strong 
objections to the application. 
 F/YR25/0079/TRCA – Fell 2x trees and works to 3 x trees within Conservation Area at; Elm House, Main Road, Elm. – 
Council resolved for the Clerk to seek further information relating to the application as there was no evidence of a tree 
specialist’s report. 

 

    
200.24   Highways & Footways     
              (i)     20 mph zone application – Councils proposal for a 40 mph buffer zone to be included along Begdale Road    
had been rejected, however the project management team had suggested an extension to the existing 30 mph zone 
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terminating just before the entrance to Begdale Playing Field.  The Clerk had enquired if the zone could be extended 
past the playing field entrance.  Awaiting further update from the project team. 
. 
              (ii)   LHI application 2024/25 – Awaiting further contact from the Project Team.   

 

201.24   To resolve on action to be taken regarding the use and movements of vehicles at the Biomarsh 

Council resolved for a formal letter to be sent to Biomarsh and highways raising concerns in relation to the 

number of HGV movements, unsociable hours, damage to road surface and verges and subsidence of the 

carriageway.  Cllrs were urged to ask members of the public to complain in writing with photographic evidence. 

                
202.24   To receive other comments and/or requests from Members; to be included on the next agenda.    
              1. Cemetery Inspection, including Chapel – to be arranged for Spring. 
              2. Farm Land Inspections – to be arranged in Summer. 
  3. Explore options concerning ownership of the Towpath.. 
                                                                       
203.24   To confirm date of next Parish Council meeting  
              Resolved to confirm - next Parish Council meeting would be held at 6.30pm on Wednesday 12th  
              March 2025. 
 
204.24   To resolve to enter closed session in order to consider the following agenda items on the grounds of  
               confidentiality by virtue of; The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s.1(2).    

               7.47pm – it was resolved to enter closed session. 
 
205.24 To consider matters relating to Begdale Playing field and car park. (confidential due to the discussion of an  
            individuals personal information) 
           The Clerk updated members on incidents that had occurred involving dogs running of lead on Begdale playing 
           field.  Council resolved to keep gate on pedestrian access only: subject to be carried forward. 
 
206.24 To consider information presented by Cambs County Council reference The Leam pond area.  
            (Confidential due to discussion of contract terms).  
            Mrs Welbourne presented details of options for contracted works required to be undertaken on The Leam Pond /  
            B1101 boundary.  Members advised their preference; CCC to be advised accordingly. 
 
207.24  To consider terms included in FDC S106 Grant Fund Agreement, resolve appropriately (confidential due 
             to discussion of contract terms).  
            Members reviewed the terms, it was resolved not to sign the document in its present form.  It was further 
            resolved to seek an update from the Community Hub Steering committee and raise further enquires with FDC  
            concerning the arrangement.   
 

208.24   To consider staffing/personnel matters; resolve appropriately (confidential due to discussion of individuals’  
              personal information).     
             The Clerk and Chair provided an update to Members, the matter was resolved appropriately; it was resolved to  
             adopt the latest model contract of employment.   
 
209.24 8.20pm It was resolved to close the closed session 
                            
210.24   Close of meeting –  The meeting closed at  8.20pm. 
 

 

Signed ……………………………………….                                 Date ……………………………. 

Elm Parish Council Chair 

  

 


