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Elm Parish Council 

Minutes of the Meeting of Elm Parish Council held at the Portacabin, Begdale, Elm on Wednesday 8th January 

2025 commencing at 6.30pm 

[Meetings of the Parish Council may be recorded by the Clerk to aid with minute taking. Any such recording is destroyed once the 

minutes are agreed]. 

Present: Cllrs – Dring, Ferguson (Chair), Goodley, Hopkin,  Milham & Pigden (co-opted during meeting),  District Cllr 
Roy. 
Mrs S England – Parish Clerk.   Five members of the public.   
 
168.24  Apologies – Reported for Cllrs Cage, Stevenson & Welbourne; Council resolved to accept their reasons  
             for absence.  County Councillor Count had also conveyed his apologies and District Cllr Roy had advised he  
             would be slightly late for the meeting. 
 
169.24  Members Code of Conduct – The Chair reminded members of the need to submit; via the Clerk; any  
             changes to their Register of Interests information. 

170.24  Disclosable interests (pecuniary & non-pecuniary) and requests for dispensation; 
             None disclosed. 

171.24  Open Forum  
              6.33pm – It was resolved to suspend Standing Orders. 
             The following subjects were raised; 
             Biomarsh – complaints reference activities at site, particularly noise/vibration nuisance caused by HGV  
             movements and damage caused to the highway.  The Clerk advised information contained in the Traffic  
             Commissioner’s ‘Guide to making representations and complaints’ and confirmed that District Cllr Roy would be 
             providing a further update on the subject later in the meeting. 
             New Book Club – confirmation that a new Club would be operating from the portacabin (subject to Council  
             resolution) on the last Thursday of every month.  Approximately 20 people had expressed their interest, it was  
             hoped that the venture would bring parishioners together from across the community; all welcome. 
             FDC re-charge for streetlighting energy costs – It was confirmed the cost of energy was reclaimed by FDC as  
             part of their ‘Streetlight annual re-charge’ invoice.              
             6.39pm – It was resolved to reinstate Standing Orders. 
 
172.24  Review and approval of Minutes – Council resolved to approve the minutes of meeting held on 11th  
             December as a true record of proceedings.   
 
173.24  To resolve on co-option of candidate for membership of Council 
             (Letter of introduction circulated to Members prior to meeting).  It was resolved to co-opt Mr Charles Pigden  
             onto the Parish Council (proposed Cllr Milham, seconded Cllr Dring).  Cllr Ferguson welcomed Cllr Pigden to  
             Council and invited him to join Members at the table. 
 
174.24  Police matters – It was confirmed that the PC/Police monthly meetings were no longer being scheduled. 
 
175.24  District Councillor’s Report  
             Item deferred pending Cllr Roy’s arrival; see minute ref. 180.24.               
              
176.24   Clerk’s Report – The Clerk reported as follows;  
              1.  Privately Funded Local Highways Improvement (PFLHI, Wales Bank signage, dated 2023) – Further to the  
               estimate of £2970.00 received from Highways (reported in December), the officer had confirmed she would  
               investigate if/how costs could be reduced. 
              2.  Mrs Welbourne (Admin. Assistant) was scheduled to attend, ‘Clerk’s Knowledge’ training over two full days. 
              3.  Reference funding for the proposed Community Hub, it had been confirmed that a new bank account  
              (independent of Elm PCC) was being set up for the purpose of receiving S106 and other grant funding. 
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              4.  An expression of interest for ‘Net Zero Grant Funding’ had been submitted to Fenland District Council to  
              potentially provide financial support for the installation of bicycle racks (yet to be resolved). 
              5.  Council’s LHI 25/26 application had been submitted; County Councillor Count had confirmed his support. 
              6.  A deep hole located on the green area adjacent to Birch Grove had been reported to Clarion, requesting  
              urgent repair. 
              7.  County highways were investigating methods to rectify subsidence of fencing on the boundary of the Leam  
              Pond and adjacent pavement; subject to be carried forward.             
              8. Streetlighting – Revised testing data and Phase 2 upgrade works still outstanding; Clerk liaising regularly  
              with FDC Engineering Manager to seek updates. 
 
177.24   Financial Matters 

              i.  The Clerk advised the following sums had been received since the last meeting;   

              Cottage rent £800.00; Interest £296.39; Cemetery fees £550.00.   
              ii.  To resolve to approve expenditure for January 2025 as detailed in the payment schedule below; 

PAYEE DETAIL NET VAT TOTAL 

L Welbourne Cem records, office admin, play 
areas, expenses. 

£865.52  £865.52 

SLCC Vacancy Advertising £200.00 £40.00 £240.00 

Wave Water rates - Cemetery/Cottage £72.43  £72.43 

BT Broadband £27.11 £5.42 £32.53 

S England Clerk's salary £1,231.54  £1,231.54 

S England Clerk's expenses £237.88 £11.66 £249.54 

HMRC M6 PAYE M9 £211.16  £211.16 

Nest Pension contr's £108.65   £108.65 

  £2,954.29 £57.08 £3,011.37 

 

 It was resolved to approve payment of January invoices included in the payment schedule. 

 

Chairperson …………………………………………… 

 

 

             iii.  To resolve on proposal to include funding for bus shelters x2 in the 2025/26 budget. Resolved to approve. 

             iv.  To resolve to approve the 2025/26 Budget and Precept.  It was resolved to approve the final draft budget 

                   (circulated to Members prior to meeting), including a Precept figure of £80,772.00. 

              v.  To resolve to approve bank reconciliation report, quarter end 31.12.24.  Resolved. 

             vi.  To resolve to approve budget update report, quarter end 31.12.24.  Resolved. 

            vii.   To resolve to approve quotation of £304.80 for upgrade to Council’s website in order to meet WCAG 2.2AA  

                    accessibility compliance requirements.  Resolved to accept. 

 
178.24   Correspondence     
              General – N/A 
              For information purposes; 
                 All information circulated to Council Members and posted to the website and Facebook platform where appropriate.  For further  
                 details contact the Parish Clerk. 
 

179.24   Planning 
                F/YR24/0995/F – Change of use of land for use as a private hire dog park, involving installation of a field shelter and  
                1.8m boundary fence at; land East of Gosmoor House, 35 Gosmoor Lane.   Council resolved to support. 
 
180.24    District Councillor’s Report (carried forward see Minute ref. 175.24) 
              7.15pm – District Cllr Roy entered the meeting and reported as follows; 
              Wisbech Incinerator Project – It was confirmed that all legal permits were in place for the project and  
              construction would commence later in the year.  At a meeting held at the Oasis Centre in Wisbech, it was 
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             confirmed that MVV were happy to correspond with members of the public via the Community Liaison  
             Committee; it was disappointing that Steve Barclay MP had not been present at the meeting. 
             Biomarsh – Further complaints relating to; disruption, nuisance and damage to the highway (Begdale Road)  
             had been received in connection to activities arising from the Biomarsh site.  It was stressed that Begdale Road  
             was not suitable for the operations of up to 15 HGV’s and the road surface and verges had suffered significant  
             damage.  There had been no consultation process connected to increasing the vehicle operator’s licence from  
             10 to 15 HGV’s; as a matter of courtesy it was felt that Biomarsh should have at least advised residents living  
              in the area. Members of the public were encouraged to report the ongoing nuisance issues to FDC  
              Environment Department and Traffic Commissioners (responsible for issuing licences).  Review date for the  
              licence understood to be June 2026.  It was suggested that a public meeting should be arranged, inviting  
              representatives from Biomarsh to attend.  Subject to be carried forward. 
              Power cuts – UKPN had acknowledged problems. Surveys were underway to identify vegetation that required  
              cutting back etc, work would take up to two months to complete.  Details of upgrades to sub-stations expected  
              in due course. 
              Community Hub S106 funding – FDC had enquired if the Parish Council would be happy to hold S106 funds  
              designed for the benefit of a community facility pending transfer to the Community Hub Development  
              Committee (proposed facility based within Elm Church).  The Chair indicated that; subject to seeking  
              confirmation from CAPALC and ensuring that an independent Development Committee was established (totally  
              separate from the Church);  Council would be happy to consider the proposal. 
    
181.24   Highways & Footways     
              (i)     20 mph zone application – Draft plans for the scheme (supplied by Carole Hutton, CCC Project Manager)  
              had been circulated to Members prior to the meeting.  Members resolved to approve the draft scheme subject  
              to the following request for amendment; 

Could a 40mph buffer zone be included along Begdale Road creating a break between the national speed limit 
and 30mph zones.  If a ‘trade off’ was required, the proposed buffer zone along Maltmas Drove could be 
removed.   Clerk to submit. 

              (ii)   LHI application 2024/25 –  Awaiting further contact from the Project Team.   

 

182.24   To resolve to authorise use of portacabin by Book Club, last Thursday of month, commencing January 2025 

              Council resolved to authorise the proposal.  Clerk to arrange access for first meeting. 

                
183.24   To receive other comments and/or requests from Members; to be included on the next agenda.    
              1. Biomarsh – to receive further update. 
              2. Community Hub S106 funding. 
                                                                       
184.24   To confirm date of next Parish Council meeting  
              Resolved to confirm - next Parish Council meeting would be held at 6.30pm on Wednesday 12th  
              February 2025. 
 
185.24   To resolve to enter closed session in order to consider the following agenda items on the grounds of  
               confidentiality by virtue of; The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s.1(2).    

               7.55pm – it was resolved to enter closed session. 
 

186.24   To consider staffing/personnel matters; resolve appropriately (confidential due to discussion of individuals’  
              personal information).              
              The Clerk and Chair provided an update to Members, the matter was resolved appropriately; Clerk to deal with  
              necessary correspondence.  
                            
187.24   Close of meeting –  The meeting closed at  8.25pm. 
 

 

Signed ……………………………………….                                 Date ……………………………. 

Elm Parish Council Chair 
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