Elm Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of EIm Parish Council held at the Portacabin, Begdale, EIm on Wednesday 11t
December 2024 commencing at 6.30pm

[Meetings of the Parish Council may be recorded by the Clerk to aid with minute taking. Any such recording is destroyed once the
minutes are agreed)].

Present: Clirs — Ferguson (Chair), Goodley, Hopkin, Milham, Stevenson & Welbourne District Clir Roy.

Mrs S England — Parish Clerk. Three members of the public.

150.24 Apologies — Reported for Clirs Butcher, Cage, Darker & Dring; Council resolved to accept their reasons
for absence.

151.24 Members Code of Conduct — The Chair reminded members of the need to submit; via the Clerk; any
changes to their Register of Interests information.

152.24 Disclosable interests (pecuniary & non-pecuniary) and requests for dispensation;
None disclosed.

153.24 Open Forum
6.33pm - It was resolved to suspend Standing Orders.
A member of EIm Parochial Church Council provided an update on developments concerning the ‘Community
Space’ project proposed for All Saints’ Church in Elm. The results obtained from community surveys had
confirmed residents’ support for the project. A ‘Christmas Carol & Consultation’ event would be held at the
Church on Thursday 19t December (7pm), providing an opportunity for those attending to sing Carols and view
plans/sketches relating to the project; all welcome. It was hoped that Council would look favourably on
providing grant funding towards the architect’s costs. The Chair confirmed that any grant funding awarded
would need to be paid into the bank account of a group/committee operating independently to EIm PCC; it was
confirmed that a Community Space Committee was being set up. Copies of plans/drawings to be provided to
Council for uploading to the website, social media platform and parish notice boards.
6.44pm — It was resolved to reinstate Standing Orders.

154.24 Review and approval of Minutes — Council resolved to approve the minutes of meetings held on 13t
November and 21st November 2024 as a true record of proceedings.

155.24 Police matters — ClIr Roy reported that the village store in EIm had been subject to incidents of shoplifting; the
police were aware.

156.24 District Councillor’s Report
District Clir Roy advised as follows;
Strathmore House — The owners had not complied with the S215 notice, case was scheduled to go to court in
February 2025. Police called to the property on a number of occasions, more recently due to children climbing
onto the roof.
99 Fridaybridge Road - There had been no action taken to tidy the site, a S215 notice had been served with a
compliance (or appeal) deadline set for 13t January.
Biomarsh — Further nuisance complaints had been received from residents, they had been encouraged to
submit reports to the FDC Environment Department. The Biomarsh Compliance Manager had confirmed that all
tankers were turning right when exiting the site apart from two which; due to their size; needed to exit left and
take the route through EIm village. Concern was raised that damage was being caused to the verges and
highway surface. Residents should be encouraged to record the registration number/s of any vehicles believed
to be taking a short cut via the village end of Begdale Road.
All Saints’ Church Community Space — Thanks conveyed to Jane Feaviour-Clarke for progressing proposals to
create a Community Space; S106 funding was available to support the project.
Birch Grove - Flooding still occurred during periods of heavy rainfall; additional sandbags had been delivered.
The County Council was arranging for gullies to be jetted before Christmas and CCTV inspection of the
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drainage system was also being scheduled.

Reminder of upcoming road closures — in Begdale Road, Long Drove and Belt Drove.

Flytipping — a large volume of rubbish had been dumped along Belt Drove, arrangements had been made to
clear the debris and the FDC Rapid Response team would be monitoring the area. Members were advised that
if a particular location was affected by four flytipping incidents over a one month period then covert CCTV
cameras could be installed. A direct telephone number was available for the FDC Street Scene Officer in order
to report incidents requiring an urgent response/action.

Barton Manor - operating ‘Spare Chair’ Sunday for anyone over 70 years of age who would like to join them for
lunch and socialise with other residents/guests. Spaces limited; book in advance by calling or registering
online.

Speedwatch — Letter received from the Local Constabulary thanking the volunteers for their efforts.

Golden Age Fair — The next event would be held at Tower Hall in Friday Bridge on Monday 10t February, 10am
to 2pm.

Power cuts — Discussions held with UKPN reference upgrades to their sub-stations and support available for
senior citizens during power cuts. Re-chargeable torches were available for distribution and available to
everyone.

Clir Roy ended by conveying his best wishes for Christmas and the New Year.

Clir Milham reported the ongoing issue of parking on the green area adjacent to Birch Grove. The Clerk
confirmed that the matter had been reported to Clarion Housing.

Clerk’s Report — The Clerk reported as follows;

1. Privately Funded Local Highways Improvement (PFLHI dated 2023) — an estimate of £2970.00 had been
received from CCC Highways for three new signs to be installed at Wales Bank; there would also be an
additional charge for traffic management. Members requested the Clerk to seek a breakdown of the costs
involved and also, investigate sourcing the (highways spec.) signs from a third party organisation.

2. Council's 2024 application to the Capitally Funded Highway Maintenance Scheme had been submitted. A
covering email had been sent to the County Asset Data Team highlighting concerns reference the general lack
of maintenance to highway infrastructure including; road surfaces, pavements, cycleways and drainage
systems. It had been stressed that; as Elm was the largest parish in Fenland; its continued growth should be
supported by adequate investment in its infrastructure.

3. Stagecoach signage — it had been confirmed that bus stop infrastructure fell under the responsibility of the
Cambs and Peterborough Combined Authority. A survey of stops had been undertaken and improvements
would be shaped by funding available.

4. Biomarsh — The Operators Licence for the site at Begdale Road had been authorised for the use of 15
vehicles and 2 trailers.

5. RAF Coldham WW1 plaque & plinth — contact details had been confirmed for the purpose of making a
funding application to the Royal Air Force Association (RAFA); Clerk to pursue.

6. Bin adjacent to Solar Farm entrance — a refund for the cost of the bin (including installation) had been
received from Wisbech Solar Farm; letter of thanks sent.

7. CCC Budget Briefing Seminar — reminder of invitation to attend webinar session on Thursday 12t
December; all welcome.

8. Santa Run - confirmation that the street collection would be operated under a licence obtained by Mayor of
March. Members were asked if they were available to assist with the event; unfortunately, no one was
available due to prior engagements.

9. ‘Carols & Consultation’ evening, All Saints’ Church — confirmation of the event due to be held on Thursday
19th December at 7pm; all welcome.

10. Streetlighting — Revised testing data still outstanding, subject to be carried forward.

Financial Matters
i. The Clerk advised the following sums had been received since the last meeting;
Cottage rent £800.00; Interest £571.40; Cemetery fees £845.00; Wisbech Solar Farm (bin refund) £370.49.
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ii. To resolve to approve expenditure for December 2024 as detailed in the payment schedule below;

PAYEE DETAIL NET VAT TOTAL
Tawny Owl Services Maint. at Towpath (trees & path) £595.00 £595.00
Scribe Cemetery software annual fee £561.60 £112.32 £673.92
L Welbourne Office admin, play area checks, £1,035.42 £1,035.42
Cem records, Exps.
FDC Cemetery skip emptying £224.28 £224.28
BT Broadband £27.11 £5.42 £32.53
Datashredders Shredding conf. documents £141.50 £28.30 £169.80
S England Clerk's salary £1,199.92 £1,199.92
S England Clerk's expenses £115.52  £11.42 £191.74
HMRC M6 PAYE £193.64 £193.64
Nest Pension contr's £100.98 £100.98
‘ £4,194.97 £157.46 £4,352.43

It was resolved to approve payment of December invoices included in the payment schedule.

iii. To resolve on request from All Saints’ EIm PCC for a contribution towards architect’s drawings for proposed
community space. It was resolved to approve grant funding of £450.00 subject to it being paid into a bank
account operating in the name of the Committee progressing the Community Space project.

iv. To receive ideas for projects to be included in 2025/26 budget. Draft budget (as considered by Finance
Working Party) had been distributed to Members, it included an amendment to include funding for a parish
Christmas tree. Council considered sources of sponsorship for the tree project and how/where a power
source might be available.

Clerk requested to seek estimates for two bus shelters to be supplied and installed, one on the ‘Clarion
owned’ green area adjacent to Birch Grove and the second in Fridaybridge just past the Church Road
junction. Final budget to be resolved at the January meeting.

Chairperson .........ccooeeeeiiie i

159.24 Correspondence
General — N/A

For information purposes;
All information circulated to Council Members and posted to the website and Facebook platform where appropriate. For further
details contact the Parish Clerk.

160.24 Planning
F/YR24/0835/0 — Construction of 5 x dwellings at; land North of Antwerp House, Gosmoor Lane, EIm. NOTIFICATION
OF REFERRAL TO PLANNING COMMITTEE.
F/YR21/0852/0 - Revised proposals, 102 dwellings, community building/museum and sports changing facilities at;
Friday Bridge Agricultural Camp, 173 March Road, Friday Bridge. Council resolved to strongly object to the proposals on
the same basis as the response submitted for the 2021 application. Clerk requested to stress that issues relating to flood
risk and lack of infrastructure had magnified during the past three years.
FIYR24/0934/F - 2-storey side and single storey rear extensions to dwelling at; 89 Fridaybridge Road, PE14 0AT.
Council resolved to support the application.

161.24 Highways & Footways
(i) 20 mph zone application — Awaiting draft plan; to be carried forward.
(i) LHI application 2024/25 — Awaiting further contact from the Project Team.
(i) LHI application 2025/26 — In respect of MVAS unit for Well End, it was recognised that the unit included in
the 24/25 application (to be fixed to new chicane) would require a further fixing post in an alternative
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location. It was resolved to submit a PFLHI for a new post to be fitted along Well End (precise location
subject to Highways Safety Audit); estimated cost, £1,000.00.

In respect of extending 30mph zone further along Begdale Road, it was confirmed that criteria set in
relation to; (i) the number of properties located along the extended area of development and,

(i) Highways Operational Standards relating to speed limit zones, could not be met and the proposal was
therefore unsuitable for submission.

A further proposal was put forward to apply for the fitting of a new MVAS unit along March Road in
Coldham (County Highways had refused to replace the original unit after its destruction, approximately six
years ago), with an additional fixing post fitted to provide an alternative location for the device. Council
resolved to approve the proposal; Clerk to submit project for 2025/26 LHI application.

To receive other comments and/or requests from Members; to be included on the next agenda.
1. Cllr Milham - Provision of new bus shelters.

2. Consideration of candidate for co-option.

3. ClIr Hopkin — request to report broken bollards at Coldham Green.

To confirm date of next Parish Council meeting
It was resolved to confirm that the next Parish Council meeting would be held at 6.30pm on Wednesday 8t
January 2025.

To resolve to enter closed session in order to consider the following agenda items on the grounds of
confidentiality by virtue of; The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s.1(2).
7.40pm — it was resolved to enter closed session.

To consider staffing/personnel matters; resolve appropriately (confidential due to discussion of individuals
personal information).

A number of applications had been received in respect of the vacancy for role of Parish Clerk. It was resolved
to advertise the post via the Society of Local Council Clerks over a two week period.

To receive information relating to Council’s grounds maintenance contract, resolve appropriately.
Members considered information presented by the Clerk; it was resolved to extend the current contract for the
2025/26 season.

Close of meeting — The meeting closed at 7.55pm.

Signed ..., Date .ooovveiiei,
Elm Parish Council Chair



